
NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 

Meeting Date:  March 27, 2017 

The Board of Directors of Novato Sanitary District will hold a regular meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, March 27, 2017, at the District Offices, 500 Davidson 
Street, Novato. 

Materials related to items on this agenda are available for public inspection in the District 
Office, 500 Davidson Street, Novato, during normal business hours. They are also 
available on the District’s website:  www.novatosan.com. Note: All times and order of 
consideration for agenda items are for reference only. The Board of Directors may 
consider item(s) in a different order than set forth herein. 

AGENDA 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

2. AGENDA APPROVAL:

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE OBSERVE A THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT):
This item is to allow anyone present to comment on any subject not on the agenda, or to 
request consideration to place an item on a future agenda.  Individuals will be limited to a 
three-minute presentation.  No action will be taken by the Board at this time as a result of 
any public comments made. 

4. REVIEW OF MINUTES:
a. Approve minutes of the March 13, 2017 meeting.

5. CONSENT CALENDAR:
The General Manager-Chief Engineer has reviewed the following item(s). To his 
knowledge, there is no opposition to the action. The item(s) can be acted on in one 
consolidated motion as recommended or may be removed from the Consent Calendar 
and separately considered at the request of any person. 

a. Approve regular disbursements, March 13-27, 2017.
b. Ratify payroll and payroll related disbursements, March 2017.
c. Receive report on the District’s Government Compensation in California

(GCC) statement for Calendar Year 2016, as filed with the State Controller’s
Office (SCO).

d. Receive e-mail correspondence from County Registrar of Voters: “SB 415 –
special district requests to change election date”.

6. SOLID WASTE OPERATIONS:
a. Receive Novato Disposal Service – 4th Quarter 2016 report.
b. Receive verbal report on Marin County JPA and Local Task Force.
c. Receive Disposal/Diversion reports for 2016.
d. Receive verbal update on schools recycling program.
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e. Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) programs:  
i. Receive 2016 HHW annual report;  
ii. Receive flyer for E-Waste event scheduled for April 22-24, 2017. 

7. WASTEWATER OPERATIONS: 
a. Receive and accept Wastewater Treatment Facilities 2016 Annual Operations 

and Maintenance Report, subject to minor edits. 

8. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
a. Review Marin Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) ballot for 

Election of a Regular Special District Member, finalize by consensus the 
District’s ranked choices of the nominated candidates on the ballot, and 
authorize the General Manager-Chief Engineer to complete and transmit the 
ballot to LAFCO. 

9. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND REQUESTS: 
a. North Bay Water Reuse Authority (NBWRA) Board meeting, March 27, 2017 

(Director Long). 
b. NBWRA Day in the State Capitol, March 22, 2017 (Director Long). 

10. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
These items are for information only - no action will be taken on these items as a 
result of any comments made. 

a. Marin Independent Journal article: “Marin Garbage Rates Rising Along With 
Recycling Costs”. 

11. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

12. ADJOURN: 
 

Next Resolution No. 3108. 
 
Next regular meeting date:  Monday, April 10, 2017, 5:30 p.m. at the Novato 
Sanitary District office, 500 Davidson Street, Novato, CA 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the District at (415) 892-1694 at least 24 hours 
prior to the meeting.  Notification prior to the meeting will enable the District to make 
reasonable accommodation to help ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
Board Meeting Minutes 

(DRAFT) 
Meeting Date: March 13, 2017 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Novato Sanitary District was held at 5:30 
p.m., Monday, March 13, 2017, at the District offices, 500 Davidson Street, Novato. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  President Jerry Peters, Directors Carole Dillon-Knutson, 
William Long, Jean Mariani, and Brant Miller.   

STAFF PRESENT:  General Manager-Secretary Sandeep Karkal and Administrative 
Secretary Julie Hoover.   

ALSO PRESENT:   Ed Schulze, Novato StreetScape, Clean and Green Day 
John Bailey, Project Manager, Veolia Water 
Brian Exberger, Assistant Project Manager, Veolia Water 
John O’Hare, Pretreatment Programs Manager, Veolia Water 
Steve Krautheim, Field Services Manager, Novato Sanitary District 
Erik Brown, Technical Services Manager, Novato Sanitary District 
Fred Grange, Grange Debris Box 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was approved as presented. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  President Peters called for public comment. 

Ed Schultz, volunteer with the City of Novato on behalf of StreetScape for the Clean and 
Green Day event, thanked the Board for their continued support of Clean and Green Day, 
including financial support for printing of lawn signboards for the event. 

REVIEW OF MINUTES: 

Consider approval of minutes of the February 13, 2017 meeting.  

On motion of Director Mariani, seconded by Director Miller, and carried unanimously, the 
Board approved the meeting minutes of February 13, 2017. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

President Peters called for a motion on the Consent Calendar items as follows: 
a. Approve Board member disbursements in the amount of $1,085.05, capital

project disbursements in the amount of $346,935.95, and regular disbursements
in the amount of $324,571.50.  Ratification of February 27th capital project
disbursements in the amount of $94,765.94 and regular disbursements in the
amount of $175,789.25.

Item 4.a.
(Pages 3-7)
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b. Ratify February 2017 payroll and payroll related disbursements in the amount of
$302,400.24.

c. Receive Deposit Summary, February 2017.
d. Adopt Resolution No. 3107 approving a Temporary Outside Sewer Services

Agreement (TOSSA), for the currently existing residence on the property at 571
McClay Road.

e. Consolidate Solid Waste Committee meetings with regularly scheduled Board
meetings, until further notice.

f. Direct District Counsel and staff to review the District’s Solid Waste Franchise
Agreement with Novato Disposal Service (NDS) in light of NDS’s verbal report at
the February 13, 2017 Board meeting, on potential sale of NDS to Recology, Inc.

g. Approve promotion of Robert Stiles, Jr., from Collection System Worker I to
Collection System Worker II.

On motion of Director Dillon-Knutson, seconded by Director Long, and carried unanimously, 
the Board approved the above listed Consent Calendar items. 

WASTEWATER OPERATIONS: 

- Receive Wastewater Operations Report, February 2017.  The General Manager 
introduced Veolia Project Manager John Bailey who provided an overview of the Treatment 
Facilities Monthly Operations Report for February.  The Project Manager commented that 
February was a very wet month, and stated that the average monthly flow was 12.59 MGD 
(million gallons daily) with a sustained peak flow of ~39 MGD.  He reviewed the treatment 
plant performance summary, and noted that there were no excursions or violations for the 
month.  He outlined the safety training that was completed in February, and stated that 
safety performance was excellent with a total of 2,471 accident-free days to date.  He 
reviewed the period’s key events, and monthly safety and training topics.  He noted that 
there were no neighborhood contacts for the month.  He stated that there was no recycled 
water production in February. 

The Project Manager stated that a neighborhood meeting (Lea Drive residents) was held at 
the District on February 16th, with eight neighbors in attendance.   

The Project Manager provided an overview of the wet weather events.  He compared the 
treatment plant’s current flows to those of 2016 and noted how well the facility operated 
during the increased wet weather flows.  He briefly discussed the Authorized Anticipated 
Bypass Event (as authorized by the Regional Water Board) at the District’s reclamation 
storage ponds site.  He stated that water quality was closely monitored throughout the event 
and that all sample results received to date (March 3, 2017) were in compliance. 

The Board and the General Manager commended Veolia for their exceptional management 
of the treatment facility and the Ignacio Transfer Station in February’s wet weather events. 

Public Comment: Ed Schultz questioned if the District had sensors, remote cameras, or 
drones to provide surveillance of the District’s reclamation facility.  The General Manager 
stated the District utilizes level sensors in the collection system, but does not use drones. 
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Field Services Manager Steve Krautheim summarized the Collection System Operations 
report for February 2017.  He stated that the Collections department cleaned 59,373 lineal 
feet of sewer pipelines.  He stated that 42 line segments were televised, totaling 7,055 feet, 
and that staff conducted 6 sewer main inspections using the push camera, totaling 757 feet.  
He noted that the CCTV work did not identify any areas that required spot repairs or a 
change in sewer line maintenance operations.  He further stated that there were no lost time 
accidents in February for a total of 2,179 accident-free days. The Field Services Manager 
outlined February’s safety and training events and discussed Collection Department 
projects that were completed.  He stated that there were no sanitary sewer overflows 
(SSOs) in the month of February. 

The General Manager-Chief Engineer expressed his appreciation for the high level of work 
and effort the Field Services Manager, Collection Systems Superintendent, and the 
Collections crew exhibit on behalf of the District. 

The Field Services Manager then summarized the Reclamation Facilities report for 
February 2017.  He stated that after the rains subsided, the rancher began annual weed 
abatement work on Site 7.  He stated that for the second month in a row, heavy rains filled 
the drainage ditches and added a substantial amount of rainwater to the storage ponds.  He 
stated that during February’s storm events, additional eucalyptus trees were blown down, 
and noted that they would be removed when the area where they are lying down dries out. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

- Receive report:  American Water Works Association (AWWA) and Water Environment 
Federation (AWWA/WEF) Joint Utility Management Conference, Tampa, Florida, February 
7-10, 2017 (Technical Services Manager).  Erik Brown, Technical Services Manager, 
provided an overview of his attendance at the AWWA/WEF conference.  He discussed the 
main topics of a full day workshop he attended entitled “A 360-Degree Perspective for 
Enabling Effective Utility Management”.   

- Receive report:  Annual California Municipal Finance Officers Association (CMFOA) 
conference in Sacramento, CA, February 7-10, 2017 (Finance Officer).  The General 
Manager noted that Finance Officer Laura Creamer was not at the meeting, but that he 
would provide an overview of her attendance at the Sacramento conference.  He stated that 
a significant topic at the conference was the CalPERS discount rate change, from 7.5 to 
6.5, which is intended to take place over a multi-year period.  He stated that the Finance 
Officer had noted that the conference provided inspiring technical and non-technical 
keynote speakers throughout the three-day event, and allowed her to meet some of the  
continuing education requirements towards her professional designation. 

- Receive report:  California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) Washington DC 
Policy Forum, February 27-March 1, 2017 (General Manager-Chief Engineer).  The General 
Manager provided an overview of the CASA Policy Forum in Washington D.C., which he 
attended along with Director Long.  He stated that as with prior CASA conferences, the 
Forum featured excellent speakers, panelists, and public and private sector stakeholders.  
He stated that he and representatives from local sanitation agencies, met with staff for 
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Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, and also had an extensive meeting with District 
Congressman Jared Huffman and his Legislative Director. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

- Receive Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) materials for Election for Regular 
Special District Member, and provide direction.  The General Manager stated that LAFCO 
annually calls for an election for a Regular Special District Member.  He directed the Board 
to the materials provided in the Board packet, which included background information on 
potential candidates.  After discussion, Member Mariani requested that the Board take no 
action at this time, but include this item and ballot on the next Regular Board meeting 
agenda for candidate voting. 

- Presidential appointment of Ad-hoc Personnel Committee:  General Manager-Chief 
Engineer Performance Evaluation.  The General Manager noted that the Board President 
typically appoints an Ad-Hoc Personnel Committee for the General Manager’s performance 
evaluation. President Peters appointed himself and asked Member Mariani if she would 
consent to being the second member.  Member Mariani accepted the appointment. 

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS AND REQUESTS: 

- California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) Washington DC Policy Forum, 
February 27 - March 1, 2017 (Director Long).  Director Long commented on his attendance 
at the CASA Washington D.C. Policy Forum.  He stated that he attended the same 
presentations as the General Manager, and noted there was uncertainty surrounding the 
new administration and continued funding availability for water related projects.   

- North Bay Watershed Association (NBWA) meeting, March 3, 2017 (Director Miller).  
Director Miller commented on his attendance at the NBWA meeting, which was held at the 
Marin Community Foundation.  He stated that Roger Leventhal, of Marin County, presented 
on the results of a NBWA funded feasibility study examining the opportunities, constraints, 
and costs of beneficially reusing dredge sediment to restore marshland in Marin County.  
Director Miller stated that the 2018 NBWA Conference is tentatively scheduled for April 6th, 
2018, possibly at the Sheraton Hotel, Petaluma. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

- Marin Independent Journal article titled “San Francisco Bay Awash in Pollution Unleashed 
by Storms”.  The General Manager noted that this article was for informational purposes 
only, and that it helps us appreciate the ability of the District treatment plant to be able to 
handle high wet weather flows. 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The General Manager had the following reports and announcements: 
- Reports: 

 The District’s facilities continued to hold up well through another month of wet
weather.  As at the last Board meeting, the General Manager recognized District 
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and Veolia staffs for their efforts through the storms.  As discussed in the 
February Wastewater Operations report, given the severe rainfall events, the 
District notified the Regional Water Board and availed of its permit conditions to 
discharge from its storage ponds to the Bay via the District’s outfall. Consistent 
with its discharge permit, the District also sought and received permission from 
the Regional Water Board for an Authorized Bypass Discharge, as discussed in 
the Wastewater Operations report. 

 On March 10th, approximately 35 students from the Biotechnology Chemistry
class at San Marin High School toured the treatment plant.  District and Veolia
staff conducted the tour and the subsequent feedback was positive.

 The District participates in the Novato Chamber of Commerce Leadership
Program and this year, Technical Services Manager Erik Brown is a student.  On
March 8th, the Leadership class attended a joint session hosted by the District
and North Marin Water District (NMWD) at the District.  The session included a
panel discussion hosted by staff from the two districts, and tours of the District’s
Recycled Water Facility and NMWD’s Stafford Lake Treatment Plant.  Several
attendees provided positive feedback.

- Announcements: 
 The District’s Regional Water Board permit handler has scheduled an inspection

of the District’s facilities for March 14th.  District and Veolia Staff have prepared
for, and will participate in, the inspection.

 Reminder:  In general, Board member related requests for information, policy or
constituent related concerns, etc., should be directed to the General Manager.
Questions on travel or accommodation arrangements for attendance at
conferences, or filing of required forms, such as the Form 700, may be directed
to the Administrative Secretary.

 Reminder:  The CASA Sacramento Policy Forum is April 19th.  Directors Dillon-
Knutson, Long, Peters, and Mariani are registered. Carpooling is encouraged.

 The General Manager and District Counsel Kent Alm met with City of Novato
Assistant City Attorney Veronica Nebb and Community Development Director
Bob Brown on March 7th, regarding the City’s Urban Growth Boundary (UGB).
Briefly, the District reminded the City that the District does not have a position on
the City’s UGB, as the District is a service provider, not a planning agency.

 The next Regular Board meeting will be Monday, March 27, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Board, President 
Peters adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandeep Karkal 
Secretary 

Julie Hoover, Recording 
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 Novato Sanitary District

 Operating Check Register
 March 27, 2017

Date Num Name Credit

Mar 27, 17

03/27/2017 60447 Pacific, Gas & Electric 85,726.07

03/27/2017 60449 RMC Water & Environment, Inc. 6,843.75

03/27/2017 60451 Unicorn Group 4,000.00

03/27/2017 60421 American Express-21007 3,737.62

03/27/2017 60453 NASSCO PAC Program 2,625.00

03/27/2017 60431 Central Marin Sanitation District 2,576.19

03/27/2017 60436 Grainger 2,054.40

03/27/2017 60428 Calcon Systems, Inc. 1,970.76

03/27/2017 60423 Aqua Science 1,800.00

03/27/2017 60430 CDW Government, Inc. 1,494.39

03/27/2017 60429 CASA 1,375.00

03/27/2017 60425 Arntz Builders, Inc. 1,162.50

03/27/2017 60438 IEDA, INC 1,143.00

03/27/2017 60424 Aries Industries Inc. 1,133.58

03/27/2017 60446 North Marin Water District Payroll 875.00

03/27/2017 60439 Irvine Consulting Services Inc. 800.50

03/27/2017 60445 North Marin Water District - Lab 660.00

03/27/2017 60434 Frontier California Inc EQ 564.36

03/27/2017 60432 CWEAmembers 516.00

03/27/2017 60450 School Fuel 500.00

03/27/2017 60427 BoundTree Medical, LLC 447.35

03/27/2017 60440 Labworks Equipment, Inc. 380.00

03/27/2017 60442 Lightning Services, Inc. 380.00

03/27/2017 60441 Lancer Sales USA, Inc. 354.71

03/27/2017 60420 3T Equipment Company Inc. 242.24

03/27/2017 60433 Fisher-Scientific 232.35

03/27/2017 60452 WC's Locks & Keys 230.08

03/27/2017 60426 Barnett Medical LLC 180.00

03/27/2017 60435 Frontier Communications of CA 154.77

03/27/2017 60444 North Marin Water District 116.00

03/27/2017 60437 Honey Bucket 88.18

03/27/2017 60422 American Messaging 67.96

03/27/2017 60448 Petty Cash 48.84

03/27/2017 60443 NASSCO PAC Program - VOIDED 0.00

Mar 27, 17 124,480.60

Item 5.a.
(Pages 8-9)
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Date Num Name Credit

Mar 27, 17
03/27/2017 3156 Maggiora & Ghilotti Inc. 23,230.65
03/27/2017 3157 RMC Water & Environment, Inc. 6,748.00
03/27/2017 3155 Lateral-Sempell 2,000.00
03/27/2017 3154 Engineering Solutions Services 1,255.00

Mar 27, 17 33,233.65

Novato Sanitary District
Capital Projects Check Register

March 27, 2017
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 Novato Sanitary District

 Payroll and Payroll Related Disbursements 
March - 2017 

Date Description Amount

03/31/2017 March Payroll 105,986.66

03/22/2017 March - Retirees Health Benefits 11,817.17

03/22/2017 PARS-OPEB Contribution 63,636.36

03/22/2017 PARS-Pension Contribution 18,181.82

03/22/2017 CALPERS Retirement 9,785.05

03/31/2017 United States Treasury 22,622.05

03/22/2017 CalPers Supplemental Income Plan 3,132.76

03/31/2017 EDD 6,472.62

03/22/2017 Lincoln Financial Group 457 8,509.90

03/22/2017 Lincoln Financial Group 457 Roth 750.00

03/22/2017 Lincoln Financial Group-401a Plan 7,288.60

03/22/2017 CALPERS Retirement 13,138.14

03/22/2017 CalPERS Health 30,247.05

03/22/2017 Local Union 315 504.00

03/22/2017 Operating Engineers Trust 678.55

03/22/2017 Dearborne 2,459.55

305,210.28

Item 5.b
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

TITLE: Consent Calendar:  Submittal of 
Government Compensation in 
California (GCC) statement to the State 
Controller’s Office (SCO). 

MEETING DATE: March 27, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 5.c. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Receive report on the District’s Government Compensation in California 
(GCC) statement for Calendar Year 2016, as filed with the State Controller’s Office (SCO). 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION: 

Staff recently filed the District’s Calendar Year CY2016 GCC report with the SCO. The GCC report 
contains compensation and benefit information for each employee by classification and department, 
including Employer contributions to the Defined Benefit Plan, and premiums paid on behalf of each 
employee for Health, Dental and Vision benefits.  

By state law, the District’s annual GCC statement for each year is due by April 30th of the following 
year.  Currently, the District files the GCC electronically. Staff has timely filed this report to the SCO’s 
website, and received confirmation of acceptance. More information and previous filings can be found 
on the SCO’s website: http://publicpay.ca.gov/. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Confirmation of Acceptance of GCC report from SCO.

STRATEGIC PLAN INFORMATION: This item addresses Goal 5 (Effective Governance and 
Administration) of the latest Strategic Plan Update. 

DEPT.MGR.: lmc, ssk GENERAL MANAGER: SSK 
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1

Laura Creamer

From: GCCSupport@sco.ca.gov
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 10:11 AM
To: Laura Creamer
Subject: 2016 Government Compensation Report: Novato Sanitary District (Marin)

*** This is an automatically generated email, please do not reply *** 

Thank you for your submission of the 2016 Government Compensation in California (GCC) report to the State 
Controller's Office (SCO) for Novato Sanitary District (Marin) - 12302104400. 

Upon our review process, an analyst may contact you for clarification regarding the report. 

Sincerely, 

State Controller's Office 
Division of Accounting and Reporting 
Government Compensation Unit 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email from the State of California is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review or use, including 
disclosure or distribution, is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and 
destroy all copies of this email. 

Item 5.c.
Attachment 1
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1

Sandeep Karkal

Subject: FW: SB 415--special district requests to change election date

From: Roberts, Lynda [mailto:LRoberts@marincounty.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 4:50 PM 
To: Roberts, Lynda <LRoberts@marincounty.org> 
Subject: RE: SB 415‐‐special district requests to change election date 

From: Roberts, Lynda  
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 3:36 PM 
To: Roberts, Lynda 
Cc: Miller, Dan 
Subject: SB 415--special district requests to change election date 

Hello Special District Representatives, 
Yesterday the Board of Supervisors approved the special districts’ requests to change election dates from odd to even 
years, with the next regular election to be held in November 2018. 
As you are probably aware, the Elections Code requires the Elections Department, at the expense of the districts, to 
notify all registered voters in the district of this change. 
In an effort to keep the cost as low as possible for every district, the postcard we are sending will list all districts that 
changed their regular election date to even years as approved by the Board of Supervisors yesterday. 
Thus, the cost will be prorated and shared by 32 school and special districts.   

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 

Lynda Roberts 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

County of Marin 
Elections / Registrar of Voters 
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 121 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
415 473 6401 T 
415 473 6447 F 
415 473 6899 TTY 
CRS Dial 711 
lroberts@marincounty.org 

STAY CONNECTED: 

Email Disclaimer: http://www.marincounty.org/main/disclaimers 

Item 5.d.
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

TITLE:  Solid Waste Operations MEETING DATE:   March 27, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  6a. – 6.e. 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

a. Receive Novato Disposal Service – 4th Quarter 2016 report.
b. Receive verbal report on Marin County JPA and Local Task Force.
c. Receive Disposal/Diversion reports for 2016.
d. Receive verbal update on schools recycling program.
e. Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) programs:

i. Receive 2016 HHW annual report;
ii. Receive flyer for E-Waste event scheduled for April 22-24, 2017.

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:  

At its March 13, 2017 meeting, the District Board acted to consolidate its Solid Waste Committee 
meetings with regular Board meetings until further notice for consistency in discussion and 
reporting.  

Accordingly, the above listed Solid Waste Operations reports are attached. The District’s Solid 
and Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) coordinator Ms. Dee Johnson of DLJ Associates will be 
available, along with representatives from Novato Disposal Services (NDS), the District’s solid 
waste franchisee to review the reports. 

STRATEGIC PLAN INFORMATION: This item addresses Goal 1 (Operational Excellence), Goal 
3 (Alignment and Communications), of the latest Strategic Plan Update. 

DEPT. MGR.: dlj, ssk GENERAL MANAGER: SSK 
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CITY OF NOVATO 

4
th

 Quarterly Report 

October- December 2016 

Submitted by Novato Disposal Service 

Item 6.a.
(Pages 15-29)
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A. Solid Waste Data  

A. Tons Delivered to Disposal Site 

This Quarter    Same Quarter One Year Ago  

Residential 3,134.91 2,988.40

Commercial 3,989.88 3,803.42

TOTAL: 7,124.79 6,791.82

*includes commercial/multifamily locations served with carts

**includes multifamily accounts service with bins

B. Recycling Data         

Tons Collected and Processed 

This Quarter: 

Same Quarter One Year Ago 3,171.15 

Commodity Curbside 

Commercial 
Multifamily 
Residential

Buyback Total 

Cardboard 290.67 0 290.67 
Paper (News & Mixed) 867.68 0 867.68 

Paper (Overages)* 613.55 0 613.55 
Aluminum Cans & Foil 1.83 8.42 10.25 

Metal Cans 12.96 0 12.96 
**Glass 260.10 37.80 297.90 

Plastic PET 27.93 0 27.93 
Plastic NHDPE 5.94 0.16 6.10 

Plastic All Other 4.40 9.97 14.37 
Other diverted 

materials 
18.62 0 18.62 

Total 2,109.46 56.35 2,165.81 

* Please note this number was included in Mixed Paper in past reports.

**This includes glass overages 
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C. Greenwaste Data        
Tons Collected and Processed 

This Quarter:   3,630.71 
Same Quarter One Year Ago: 3,489.63 

Final Disposition: 

All green waste was used as compost. 

D. Construction and Demolition Data, including inert solids 

Tons Collected and Processed 

This Quarter:   551.67 
Same Quarter One Year Ago: 773.01

E. Service Accounts

Residential Cart Weekly Same Quarter One Year Ago 

Can size Number of 
Customers 

Number of Customers 

20 gallon 2,416 2,296 

32 gallon 10,964 11,075 

68 gallon 3,062 3,071 

95 gallon 317 323 

Non-Auto 6 6 

Multifamily Cart Customers** Cart Amt. ,Same Quarter One Year Ago** 

Can size Weekly 2 or 
more 
times 

weekly 

Weekly 2 or  more times 
weekly 

20 gallon 1 0 13 0 

32 gallon 18 0 299 0 

68 gallon 17 0 109 0 

95 gallon 8 0 26 0 
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Multifamily Bin Customers Same Quarter One Year Ago 

Bin size Weekly 2 times 
weekly 

3 or more 
times 

weekly 

Weekly 2 times 
weekly 

3 or 
more 
times 

weekly 

2 yd. 11 2 1 11 4 2 

3 yd. 24 21 24 39 38 56 

4 yd. 1 0 3 0 0 2 

6 yd 0 1 3 0 1 7 

Commercial Cart Weekly Same Quarter One Year Ago 

Can size Number of Customers Number of Customers 

20 gallon 1 0 

32 gallon 242 231 

68 gallon 167 180 

95 gallon 130 123 

Commercial Bin Customers Same Quarter One Year Ago 

Bin size Weekly 2 times 
weekly 

3 or more 
times 

weekly 

Weekly 2 times 
weekly 

3 or 
more 
times 

weekly 

2 yd. 106 8 3 104 10 3 

3 yd. 151 103 82 159 99 79 

4yd 13 13 12 14 11 9 

6 yd 6 3 12 7 3 10 

Commercial Special Service* Same Quarter One Year Ago 

Bin Size Number of Customers Number of Customers 

3 yd. 9 9 

15 yd. 2 2 

20 yd. 2 1 

30 yd. 2 2 

Compactor 16 10 
*Special service is bimonthly, monthly, on-call or other irregular service
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F.  E-Waste Event 

Novato Disposal Service participated in Novato Sanitary District’s E-Waste Collection Event 
October 8th – 10th. This partnership between NDS, NSD, and ECS Refining continues to help 
provide a safe and convenient way to get rid of old or unwanted electronic waste with a free 
drop off event. 

G. Noteworthy Actions 

Community Education/Outreach 

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff updated signage to the California Service
Bureau, as well as left a copy of the newsletter for future possible staff training.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff spoke with owner from Sunshine Deer Park. We
explained our recycle programs available, dropped off a business packet and
answered any questions.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff dropped off a business packet to Vintage Oaks in
Novato. Staff offered to assist with any recycle programs that they would like to
introduce to employees. Recycle guides were also dropped off at all surrounding
tenants/stores in the shopping center.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff spoke with Rebecca at Boca restaurant in 
regards to increasing recycling diversion starting with staff training.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff spoke with Margarida at the IDESI 
Portuguese Hall of Novato in regards to increasing recycling at the church, as 
well as events held at this location. Mailed recycle guide and sticker.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff visited Chick-Fil-A and dropped off business
packet and updated signage.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff spoke with staff from The Square Shopping
Center. We explained our recycle programs available, dropped off a business
packet and answered any questions.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff visited Novato Sanitary District and provided a
stack of current newsletters for information.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff spoke with staff from Pacheco Plaza Center. We
explained our recycle programs available, dropped off a business packet and
answered any questions.
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Schools 

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff teamed up with Novato Sanitary District. The
following schools were offered or provided service information, updated signage,
presentations, assemblies, and suggestions on diversion:
-Hamilton Elementary School
-Lu Sutton Elementary School
-Olive Elementary School
-Pleasant Valley Elementary School
-Sinaloa Elementary Middle School

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff visited Novato High School and dropped off
recycle information packet. Staff also offered presentations and or assemblies for
students.

 Novato Disposal Outreach staff was in contact with Hamilton Charter School in
regards to possible presentation and recycle container upgrades. Staff also
offered presentations and or assemblies for students.

 Outreach staff emailed all schools in December inviting principals and teachers
to examine their current recycling programs and provided information on the
resources available to them.

 H. Additional Information 

Mailers

Please find attached: 
 Holiday tree recycling disposal information mailer

 New start post cards

 Year in advance feature post card: a reminder that customers can pay their bill 
1 year in advance to receive savings

 Fall 2016 Newsletter: Included an article on Bulky Item Disposal, yard waste
guidelines, single-stream “curbside” recycling guide, household hazardous waste
and pharmaceuticals disposal and free E-Waste event.

 Selected multi-family units were sent a business packet describing services
available through Novato Disposal. We have since received a response from a
few complexes in terms of outreach on site to tenants with our recycling signage
and recycling guide. Also provide site visits with property owners or managers to
assess and increase recycle efforts. Customers contacted:
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Multi-Family Mailer 

Customer Contacted Responded # of units RRY Serv. Yard Waste  

Eleven O Nine Apartments No 
Micar Apartments No 

Richard Villa Apartments Yes 4 Carts - 
1029 Second St Apts Yes 5 Cart - 

La Casa Novato Apartments Yes 200 Bins Carts 
Skylark Meadows Yes 30 Carts Bins 

Hill Valley Apartments No 
Captains Landing Yes 36 Bin - 
Oak Creek Condo Yes 22 Carts - 

Donations 

Novato Disposal provided the following donations: 
 (1) 3yd garbage bin for I.D.E.S.I Of Novato’s Community Event (Our Lady of

Fatima Festa) 
 (1) 3yd garbage bin for Our Lady of Loretto (Fall Festival)
 (1) 3yd garbage bin for I.D.E.S.I Of Novato’s Community Event (Annual Festa

Das Contas)
 (1) 3 yd garbage & (1) 3 yd recycle bin to Knights of Columbus Veterans Dinner
 (12) 64gal recycle cans for Marin Pirates Swim League (Swim Meet)
 Novato Disposal Service donated (1) 20 yard garbage box & (8) 64g recycle

carts to the Novato Chamber of Commerce for the Scream on the Green Faire
 (1) 3 yd garbage & (1) 3 yd recycle for Knights of Columbus (Christmas Breakfast

with St. Nicholas)
 (8) 30yd yard waste box for San Marin High School Tree Recycle Drop off
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from Novato Disposal, San Marin High School, & the Novato Sanitary District
Holiday Tree Curbside Collection:
During the week of January 2nd to January 6th, residential customers may place, trees up to 6 feet 
tall, on the curb the night before their regular collection day. Bigger trees must be cut into manageable 
pieces. 

Yard Waste Carts:
Clean holiday trees may be cut to fit inside yard waste carts at anytime. Please remove lights, tinsel, 
stands and ornaments. No flocked trees will be collected. The lid must be closed.

San Marin High School Project Safe Grad Fundraiser:
First 2 Saturdays (12/31, 1/7) you can drop your trees off at San 
Marin High School, located at 15 San Marin Dr. between 
9am-5pm. The high school asks for a $5 donation, or $15 for 
flocked trees, which helps fund San Marin Safe and Sober Grad 
Party. You may also schedule a pick-up at your door for a $15 fee, 

or $25 for flocked trees. Email: smtreerecycle@gmail.com or 
call  (415) 858-0321 for an appointment. 

If you have a flocked tree, please use San Marin High School. Novato 
Disposal is unable to collect flocked trees. 

Collection Schedule: Correction please see below
Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on Sunday this 
year, service will not be affected. Service will be on 
your regular collection day.
Questions? Call (415)897-4177 or visit Unicycler.com

Season’s Greetings
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Welcome to Novato Disposal! 
Please visit our website at www.unicycler.com to find information 
such as:

• Recycling Guides • Composting Guides
• Online Bill Pay • Cart and Bin Placement
• Newsletters • Go Green Section
• Holiday Schedules • Debris Boxes
• Hazardous Waste Disposal • Fun Videos
• Resources and Opportunities for Schools and Businesses

Phone Hours: Monday - Friday 7am-6pm 
          Saturday - Sunday 7am-3pm

Please call 897-4177 if you have additional 
questions, or need materials mailed to you. Se 
habla español.

We look forward to serving all your solid 
waste and recycling needs! NSD Agenda Packet 
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Fall 2016 unicycler.com

Contact Us:
Novato Disposal Service
(415) 897-4177

unicycler.com
Online Chat at:

/NorthBayUnicycler

Phone Hours
Monday - Friday 7am-5:30pm 
Saturday - Sunday 7am-3pm

Christmas Tree Pickup 
Curbside Collection:
January 2nd - January 6th

Place whole trees (less than 4 feet long) at the curb 
on your regularly scheduled collection day.  (Longer 
trees may be cut in half)      

Drop-off Location:
First 3 Saturdays

December 31st January 7th & January 14th

Drop off at 9am-5pm at 

San Marin High School

15 San Marin Drive Novata, CA

$5 unflocked/$15 flocked trees

Pick-up Service:
Pick-up service can be scheduled through 
smtreerecycle@gmail.com or call (415) 899-9223 
for an appointment at an additional fee of $10 for 
standard trees, $25 for flocked.  All proceeds from 
this event support San Marin's Safe and Sober 
Grad Party for graduating seniors.  For more 
information please visit: http://smsafegrad.org/

General Tree Collection Information:
-General Holiday Collection: Customers with service 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will be delayed one 
day during the weeks of Christmas and New Year's Day

-Green Waste Cart Collecton: Trees are accepted in 
Green Waste Carts at ANYTIME.  Trees MUST be cut to 
fit inside cart. Flocked trees are NOT accepted 

-All lights, tinsel, ornaments and stands MUST be 
removed prior to any collection

-Flocked trees are considered trash and will NOT be 
collected at curbside or in green cart

Bulky Item Pickup Service
Novato Disposal has always looked for new ways to make recycling and disposal more 
convenient. We started with curbside garbage pickup, then introduced single-stream recycling 
for the first time in Marin County, and then we went bigger. Do you have an old sofa, mattress, or 
even an old TV taking up space? We can pick them up for you! All you have to do is contact us by 
phone or send us an Email at info@unicycler.com and we will pick up that Bulky Item right at the 
curb!

 “Bulky Items” (or “BIPs” for short), are those “beyond-repair” appliances, unusable furniture, or 
items that can't normally fit into your cart that would require a trip to our recycle center or to 
Redwood Landfill. As your local recycling experts, we take great care in ensuring that anything 
and everything that can be recycled, is recycled. It is important to trust that the recycling process 
will be handled in an ecologically and socially responsible manner.

Reuse is a great option when it comes to furniture that is still usable but has become obsolete 
in your household.  Appliances that require a simple fix can be repaired at your local Goodwill 
as part of a work training program that not only helps people gain valuable trade skills, but 
keeps the items out of the landfill. These items are then re-sold to the local community at an 
economical price.

If it’s just not worth fixing or donating, Novato Disposal is here to help. We will pick up broken 
landscaping equipment such as lawn mowers and leaf blowers with combustible engines as long 
as all of the fluids are completely drained. Even small auto parts are accepted as part of the BIP 
program. Again, just be sure there are no hazardous or potentially leaky fluids in these items.

Hazardous waste, and propane tanks however, cannot be accepted and should be taken to the 
Novato Household Hazardous Waste Facility.   

Generally, if it won’t fit in your blue recycling cart and can be loaded in the truck by your local 
Bulky Item driver, we’ll take care of it for you. Together, with the citizens of Novato, we are 
keeping the clutter out of our homes and out of the landfill. 

Everyone knows that when you subscribe to service with Novato Disposal you receive great 
garbage, mixed recycling, food scraps, and yard waste recycling, but we especially want to spread 
the word about our convenient BIP program. Every Novato resident who has a subscription 
to residential curbside garbage and recycling service with Novato Disposal is entitled to 4 
Bulky Item Pickups each calendar year at no charge.

These pickups can be a combination of items less than three yards. For example, a washer and a 
dryer could be one pickup. An old refrigerator could be another. The next one may be a worn out 
mattress and box spring. Save yourself four trips a year and let us pick up your bulky items for 
you. We will recycle what we can, and safely dispose of the rest. All you have to do is get it to the 
curb.

Each BIP must be arranged with us in advance. Your regular driver who picks up those blue, 
green and grey carts each week does not pick up Bulky Items. The BIP Driver handles a different 
kind of truck, and may not be familiar with your neighborhood. Therefore, it is important when 
requesting these pickups to let us know if, for example, you live on a corner and your address is 
on one street, but you place your carts on another. Also, if your carts are placed in an alleyway for 
service, we will need to know where these items are located so we can collect them.

Don’t be shy. We’re available 7 days a week to take these requests either by phone at 415-897-
4177. Or send us an Email to info@unicycler.com.  Next time one of your neighbors tells you 
they’re not sure what to do with their old mattress, let them know. Feel like a VIP and call in a BIP 
today.

The Basics:
4 free Pickups per year (up to 7 bags or 1 item such as a couch)

Service account must be in your name

Up to 3 yards of materials per pickup

Driver must be able to load items safely into his truck

No liquid waste or hazardous materials

There is a charge for Freon appliances such as freezers, 
refrigerators, AC units, etc.
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Novato Disposal Recycling News

Yard & Food Waste Guidelines 
• Place all grass cuttings, leaves & weeds, tree & shrubbery trimmings, berry bushes

and other yard & garden waste inside your green rolling cart, also referred to as your
yard waste cart. Branches under 4 inches in diameter and less than 2 feet long are
accepted.

• Also accepted in the yard waste carts are all food scraps, such as fruits and
vegetables (including pits and nuts), coffee grounds with filters, tea bags, seafood
including shells, meat and bones, plate scrapings and kitchen prep scraps, bread,
grains, pasta, baked goods, cheese, eggs, eggshells and non-coated paper products
such as paper plates and napkins.

• Place your yard waste cart at the curb allowing at least three feet of space between
containers.

• All green waste must be in the container. Loose material will not be collected.
• Do not put yard waste in plastic bags.

Save Yourself Some Money! 
If you are generating less waste, you can reward yourself 
with a smaller garbage bill by exchanging your current 
cart for a smaller size.

We offer four levels of service. Super recy-
clers or small families may be able  
to reduce their waste and subscribe to the 
20 gallon service.

If you would like to change your 
service level, please  
contact our office for details and 
rates.

Recycle Used Motor Oil and Oil Filters

•Novato Recycling Center
7576 Redwood Hwy.

897-4177
Used oil & filters

•Ron Cromwell Chevron**
1549 So. Novato Blvd.

892-5393
Used oil & filters

• O'Reilly's Auto Parts**
1400 So. Novato Blvd.

897-5338
Used oil ONLY

• Oil Changer**
133 Vintage Way

897-0134
Used oil & filters

• Pennzoil 10-Minute Oil
Change**

908 Diablo Ave.
898-5823

Used oil & filters
**CA Certification Collection Centers 

offer 40 cents per gallon for used 
oil.  For more information go to the 
Novato Sanitary District website at 

www.novatosan.com or call the HHW 
hotline at 892-7344

If you change your own motor oil you can help the 
environment today!  Recycle your used motor oils from 
your car, truck, boat or lawn and garden equipment.  
Don’t mix your used oil with any other liquids, such as 
solvents, gasoline, paint or antifreeze.  Contaminated oil 
cannot be recycled and is very expensive to dispose of. 

Guidelines & Reminders 
from Customer Service
To help us provide the best service to you, please 
observe the following:

• Place carts at the road edge the night before
your service day.

• Please leave 3 feet between
garbage, recycling & yard waste
carts.
• Place garbage loosely in your cart.
Carts that are overstuffed or have 
material jammed into them may not 
empty completely.

• Please remove your containers
from the road edge as soon after 
they have been serviced as is                                

           practical.

• Be sure all items are contained inside your carts. Carts
that have items sticking out of them or have material piled
on top may not be emptied or may receive additional
charges.

• You may opt to set out recycle and yard waste carts only
when full if you choose.

For everyone’s safety and convenience, we request 
that you pay special attention to the following:

• Do not place carts within three feet of vehicles, mailboxes,
fire hydrants, other obstacles or personal property.

• Collection vehicles need 14' overhead clearance. Carts
should not be placed in an area with overhangs, trees or
other obstacles.

• Please park your car in your driveway the night before
your collection and sweeping day whenever possible.
There may be a delay in collection of blocked carts.

• If you have any questions, please call or check out our
new on-line chat option at unicycler.com.

Extra Trash
• If you have an overloaded garbage cart or extra bags of

garbage piled on top of, or alongside your cart, you may
receive an automatic charge for each extra bag or can of
garbage. Carts are considered overloaded if the lid will not
close.

• If you have extra garbage, call our office at 897-4177 by 2:30
pm the day before your regular collection day to order extra
service and avoid confusion when you receive your bill. Do not
overstuff your carts as they may not empty completely.

Food scrap pails are still available for a $6 
fee at the Novato Recycling Center located 

at 7576 Redwood Blvd.

As the holidays approach, many of us are reminded of the mouth-watering treats and meals coming 
our way. A by-product of these delicious dishes is used cooking oil, which cannot be poured down 
the drain or thrown into the garbage “as is.”
When cooking oil or other liquid waste is placed in garbage carts, it can leak out of collection 
vehicles and cause messes on the roads. Oil can enter storm drains and impact fish and wildlife 
and eventually make its way into our drinking water. Oil poured down the sink causes problems 
in sewage facilities and can create expensive blockages in city pipe systems. In order to protect 
Novato storm drains, waterways, & sewage systems, we need to carefully manage our cooking oil.

What Can a Chef Do?
If you have more than a few ounces of oil, you can pour kitty litter or some type of absorbent into 
oil to completely absorb it. Then double bag the saturated absorbent in plastic bags and place in 
the regular trash. Please be sure there is enough absorbent to soak up all the cooking oil. Another 
possibility is to check with your local restaurants to see if they will accept your clear, used cooking 
oil.
A Green Option for Restaurants.
Numerous restaurants in Novato have clear, liquid oil hauled away for use in production of 
biodiesel. Yakayo Biofuels in Ukiah is dedicated to expanding the biofuel industry in Northern 
California.  They accept clean vegetable oil that is mostly free of solids, meat scraps and water from 
restaurants. Restaurants with large amounts of oil waste can contact them for collection of bulk 
vegetable oil. See www.ybiofuels.org or call (877) 804-1900.
If your restaurant accepts clear oil from the public, let us know and we can help promote the 
program and offer you some publicity at the same time.

Got Cooking Oil?

Dear Unicycler,

The other day I saw one of your trucks pick up the trash and then dump the green waste into the 
same truck. I work really hard to separate my recycling and green waste from the trash.
What gives?

Diligent Debris Divider
Dear Diligent Debris Divider,

What you saw was one of our split-body collection trucks! 
Even though it looks like the materials were being mixed 
together because they were dumped into the same hole 
on top of the truck, there are actually two compartments 
inside that keep each material completely separate. So 
rest assured, the materials you work so diligently to keep 
separate are not being mixed together. Just like you, we 
want to keep the recycling and green waste as clean and 
contamination-free as possible.

The split-body collection trucks are actually super eco-
friendly. Because they’re collecting two materials at one time, it decreases the number of trips in your 
neighborhood by one-third, which also decreases fuel use and reduces wear and tear on the streets. 
These trucks also have reduced emissions, exceeding state standards with Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel 
Fuel. 

So the next time you see two materials go into the same truck, just remember that it’s our split-body 
collection vehicles hard at work!

Unicycler

Have a recycling or environmental question? Email us at greenteam@unicycler.com. 
Or, like us on Facebook and post your questions there.
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Fall 2016   unicycler.com

The Unicycler has been busy as of late.  We are 
proud to announce that the Ratto Group is now 
offering full construction services for all of your 
disposal needs.  By "Construction Services" 
we mean just about everything a general 
contractor would need to get a building 
project going.  This also includes disposal of 
the construction and demolition materials 
which the majority is diverted from the landfill.  
Exchanges of debris boxes can even be done 
same day.  We now offer a full array of the 
following:

Give us a call at 707-585-5222 or visit us at 
unicycler.com for more information on what 
we can do to help out your jobsite.

Recycling & Debris Boxes

Private Street Sweeping

Unicycler Offers Full 
Construction Services

Temporary Fencing

Home & Business Cleanouts

New! No need to spend your time on the phone.  Simply go to unicycler.
com during business hours and click on the "Chat Now" option on the right side.  A 
Customer Service Agent will be able to handle whatever situation you may have.  Or, if it's 
past business hours, click on "Leave a message" and we'll get back to you within 24 hours.

Cut Out This Handy Recycle Guide
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Novato Disposal Service, Inc.
PO Box 3849
Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Tel (415) 897-4177
Fax (707) 586-5543

See us on the web at unicycler.com
Printed on 30% Recycled Content Paper with Soy-Based Inks

Safe Pharmaceutical Disposal
Drugs that are improperly disposed of can pollute 
our marine environment, soils and groundwater.  
Protect your family by keeping all drugs away 
from children and pets.  In Novato, you can safely 
dispose of your unwanted medications in the bins 
located at the Novato Police Dept. lobby, 909 
Machin  Ave., Mon. - Thurs, 10:00am-5:00pm.

Acceptable items include: 
• Prescription medications
• All over the counter medications
• Vitamins and supplements
• Medicated ointments
• Lotions and creams
• Liquid medications in

leak-proof containers
• Inhalers
• Pet medications

Items not accepted include: 
• Sharp items including needles
• IV bags
• Bloody or infectious waste
• Personal care products
• Empty pill containers
• Hydrogen peroxide
• Aerosol cans

Please remove all pills from containers and place 
in a Ziploc bag or small paper bag for deposit into 
the return bin. This will help keep the volume to a 
minimum. Bags will not be provided at the collection 
locations.

A Season for Giving, Not for Discarding
Americans throw away 25% more trash during the Thanksgiving to New Year's 
holiday period – more than any other time of year. The extra waste amounts to 
25 million tons of garbage, or about 1 million extra tons per week!
Here are some tips and suggestions for no-waste holiday practices and innovative gift-
giving:

• Give Gifts That Don’t Require Wrapping.  Think event tickets, gift cards, subscriptions,
memberships or gift certificates.  Or consider a donation to a charitable organization.  

• Buy Recycled.  Buying products made from recycled materials supports manufacturers
of such products and fosters markets for those materials.

• Repurpose Old Holiday Cards. Donate your old holiday cards to a day care center for
arts and crafts projects. Or, cut up cards to be used as gift tags, bookmarks, greeting 
cards, place mats, or decorations. 

• Recycle That Tree. Every year, more than 1 million used Christmas trees end up in
California landfills. Remember to recycle trees locally – see article on the front page - or 
turn them into mulch for water conservation and weed control in the garden. Or, consider 
a “living” tree that can be replanted in the yard.  Never burn Christmas trees or holiday 
wrapping paper in a fireplace or wood stove, because they can spark a chimney fire.

• Incandescent or LED Holiday Lights? Consumer Reports analyzed both types of
bulbs and found that, on balance, LED bulbs win out. They are cooler, last longer 
and use less power.  If you upgrade to LED lights make sure to recycle 
your old lights.  

• Save on Gift Wrap. Save and reuse gift wrapping paper from
previous years, or make some from butcher paper, reused 
brown paper bags, newspapers, and fabric. Shop for recycled-
content holiday wrapping paper, or wrapping paper sold by 
charity groups that raise funds to preserve rain-forests. 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 
The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility is open only to Novato residents. The HHW facility is located at the 
Novato Recycling Center at 7576 Redwood Boulevard (next to Shamrock Materials).  No appointment is needed.

If your business uses products that are labeled corrosive, poison, reactive, toxic or flammable, then you are 
generating hazardous wastes. Wastes such as lab and photo chemicals, paints, solvents, pesticides, 

acids and printing inks are considered hazardous and require special handling.

The Commercial Hazardous Waste program is provided for eligible businesses to dispose of small quantities 
of hazardous wastes. It’s a safe, legal and affordable way to dispose of these wastes. The drop-off program 

for businesses is available by appointment only on the first and third Sunday and Monday of each month. The 
Facility is located at 7576 Redwood Boulevard, toward the rear of the Novato Recycling Center. To confirm 
eligibility and schedule an appointment, call 415-892-6395.

Commercial Hazardous Waste Program

The HHW facility accepts the following, and other types of HHW, the first and third Sunday and Monday 

of each month from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm, excluding most holidays:
• Mercury	thermostats	&	thermometers
• Paints	(oil	&	latex),	stains,	solvents,	spray
paints

• Pesticides,	herbicides,	fertilizers
• Pool	&	photo	chemicals
• Pet	products
• Propane	tanks/helium	tanks/fire	extinguishers
• Sharps(in	approved	red	containers)
• Televisions

Questions?	For	questions	about	household	
hazardous	waste	call	the	HHW	Hotline	at	892-7344.

• Aerosols,	all	kinds
• Auto	products	-	polishes,	brake	fluids,	cleaners
• Asbestos	-	up	to	2	30	gal.	size	trash	bags,	double-
bagged

• Batteries	-	all	kinds
• Building	products	-	sealers,	caulking,	glues
• CRT's	-	up	to	5
• Fuels	-	gasoline(with	container),	kerosene,	butane,
lamp	oil

• Household	cleaners,	polishes,	disinfectants

HHW Facility Schedule
Open 8:30 am – 1:30 pm

2016
Sunday
October 2

October 16
November 6

November 20
December 4

December 18

Monday
October 3

October 17
November 7

November 21
December 5

December 19

2017 
Sunday
January 8

January 15
February 5

February 19
March 5

March 19

Monday
January 9

January 16
February 6

February 20
March 6

March 20
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Dear Onsite Manager or Property Owner, 

This letter is provided to summarize the no-cost materials available to you through 

our Multifamily Recycling Outreach Program as well as to inform you about 

additional free resources available to you. Recycling outreach staff is available to 

provide the following to you and your tenants: 

 Site Visit: Recycling outreach staff is available to meet on-site with your

property manager to discuss current waste and diversion programs and offer

suggestions for expanding solid waste programs programs.

 Single-Stream Recycling Door Hanger: An easy resource available in

English and Spanish listing what is recyclable can be provided to all tenants.

 Bi-annual Recycling Newsletter: Tenants receive helpful recycling tips and

are informed about local recycling efforts and waste reduction issues. We can

add your unit addresses to our mailing list so tenants can receive this helpful

resource.

 Recycle Guides for Common Areas: If your site has a laundry room and/or

other common area, posting recycling fliers can be very effective for ongoing

community education.

Multifamily recycling programs can decrease waste disposal costs for building 

owners because recycling is included with the cost of refuse service.  Multifamily 

recycling also helps to achieve local and state recycling goals and makes recycling 

accessible to more of our community. If you want to learn more about just how much 

it pays to recycle, contact your recycling coordinator Bessie Martinez, (707) 585-

5273 or bessie@unicycler.com and visit our website at www.unicycler.com  

Thank you, 

Novato Disposal  

Recycling Outreach Coordinator 
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NOVATO DISPOSAL SERVICES DISPOSAL/DIVERSION    2016

DIVERSION 1stQ 2ndQ 3rdQ 4thQ TOTAL

Novato Disposal Recycled Shipped (Curbside & Buyback) 2,688 3,140 2,776 2,147 10,751
Novato Disposal C&D, Wood, Inerts & Bulky waste 530 744 606 584 2,464
Novato Disposal Green waste & residential food waste for compost 3,463 3,577 3,172 3,617 13,829
Novato Disposal Commercial Food Waste for compost 76 92 90 104 361
 TOTAL TONS DIVERTED 6,756 7,554 6,644 6,451 27,405

DISPOSAL
MSW& Debris Box/Novato Disposal 7,040 7,062 7,010 7,125 28,236

 TOTAL TONS DISPOSED 7,040 7,062 7,010 7,125 28,236

TOTAL WASTE GENERATED(TONS) 13,796 14,616 13,653 13,576 55,641

PERCENT DIVERTED 48.97% 51.68% 48.66% 47.52% 49.25%

PERCENT DIVERTED WITH REDWOOD & MRRC 49.94% 53.69% 51.01%

Item 6.c.
(Pages 30-31)
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NOVATO DISPOSAL SERVICES DISPOSAL/DIVERSION   2010 - 2016

DIVERSION 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Novato Disposal Recycled (Curbside & Buyback) 13,962 14,143 14,296 14,306 12,091 11,839 10,751
Novato Disposal C&D, Wood, Inerts & Bulky waste 6,371 3,748 3,440 4,023 3,333 3,693 2,464
Novato Disposal Green/residential food waste for compost 14,974 14,076 14,328 13,397 13,162 13,374 13,829
Novato Disposal Commercial Food Waste for compost 117 137 100 88 143 361
 TOTAL TONS DIVERTED 35,307 32,085 32,201 31,825 28,674 29,049 27,405

DISPOSAL
MSW& Debris Box/Novato Disposal 31,558 29,336 25,859 25,923 26,093 26,397 28,236

 TOTAL TONS DISPOSED 31,558 29,336 25,859 25,923 26,093 26,397 28,236

TOTAL WASTE GENERATED(TONS) 66,864 61,420 58,060 57,749 54,767 55,446 55,641

PERCENT DIVERTED 52.80% 52.24% 55.46% 55.11% 52.36% 52.39% 49.25%

PERCENT DIVERTED WITH REDWOOD & MRRC 55.63% 54.96% 58.16% 57.81% 55.58% 56.06%
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2016 NOVATO HHW and E-WASTE REPORT 

Number of Total Participants: 5,396 residents 

HHW and E- Waste Collected: 460,778 pounds 

Background 

In 2016 Novato’s HHW facility served a total of 3,812 Novato residents.  In addition 17 
Novato businesses participated in the business hazardous waste program for 
conditionally exempt small quantity generators (CESQG).  Novato also conducted two 
E-Waste events in 2016, serving 1,584 Novato residents.   

Since 1996, the household hazardous waste and E-Waste programs sponsored by the 
Novato Sanitary District have served over 58,171 participants and collected over 
6,419,227 pounds of waste 

HHW Facility 

The permanent household hazardous waste facility is available to Novato residents on a 
regular monthly basis, 4 days per month.  The facility is open from 8:30am – 1:30pm, 
the first and third consecutive Sundays and Mondays of each month, excluding most 
holidays. 

The facility also continues to operate as a BOP – battery, oil and paint collection center 
– during the Recycling Center’s regular open hours, Tues – Sun, 10am – 4pm.  Used
motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, latex paint, fluorescents and household and car batteries 
are accepted.   

Outreach continues to be conducted through the District and Novato Disposal semi-
annual newsletters, website, newspaper ads, fliers, hotlines and social media. 

A total of 3,812 households used the HHW facility in 2016. This is a 8% increase from 
2015 and our highest participation ever recorded at the HHW facility. (This does not 
include the 1,584 participants in the E-Waste events, nor the individuals dropping off 
waste at the BOP.)  Open a total of 48 days in 2016, participation has averaged 79 per 
day, with Sunday being the greatest participation. 

A total of 406,174 pounds of HHW was collected at the HHW facility in 2016. (This 
does not include the waste collected at the 2 E-Waste events.)   Overall, 73% of the 
waste was recycled, 10% used as a supplemental fuel, 8.0% sent for destructive 
incineration, 3.0% for treatment or neutralization and 6% was sent to hazardous waste 
landfill.   

HHW contractor costs for 2016, including labor, set-up and transport and disposal of the 
waste amounted to $205,015.74. Labor and materials costs totaled $99,525.44 (49%) 

Item 6.e.i.
(Pages 32-36)
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and waste disposal costs $105,490.30 (51%).  This does not include costs for the E-
Waste events. 

E-Waste Events 

Novato held 2 special E-Waste events in 2016 - one in the spring and the second in the 
fall.  The events are held over a three day period at the Novato Recycling Center.  
These special drop off events offer residents the opportunity to properly dispose of all 
electronic items. 

Since 2003, at these events, we have collected over 1,439,061 pounds of E-Waste from 
over 22,315 Novato residents. 

A total of 1,584 residents dropped off E-Waste during the two events.  Average daily 
participation was 264.  A total of 54,604 pounds of E-Waste was collected, averaging 
34 pounds per participant. 

Outreach methods included articles in the District and Novato Disposal newsletters, ads 
in Novato Advance, fliers, website postings and social media. 

Costs for these events totaled $1,700.00.  Our E-Waste recycler – ECS Refining– did 
not charge for 2 unloaders on Saturday and Sunday and continued to provide us with all 
transport and supplies at no charge.  ECS paid Novato Disposal the state SB20/50 
reimbursement rate of $.16/pound for CRT devices to offset Novato Disposal labor 
charges.  

Summary 

Recommendations for future programs include: 

• Increase promotion on website and social media – Facebook, Twitter, etc.
• Increase promotion of additional opportunities for collection of paint, batteries

and fluorescents
• Maintain 2 E-Waste events
• Expand outreach to small businesses

Attachments: 

HHW and E-Waste Events Comparative Data 2005-2016 
2016 HHW & E-Waste Collected 
CalRecycle Form 303 for 2016 
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NOVATO HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE AND E-WASTE EVENTS
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

PARTICIPANTS
# of vehicles 2,662 2,625 3,534 3,665 4,139 4,440 4,315 3,792 4,160 4,526 5,131 5,396

TOTAL WASTE COLLECTED 321,164 311,230 382,331 425,950 502,164 444,943 440,713 401,160 385,396 453,231 474,939 460,778
Pounds per vehicle 121 119 108 116 121 100 102 106 93 100 93 85
WASTE MANAGEMENT METHOD(lbs)
Supplemental Fuels & Recycling 292,244 282,345 350,281 390,320 464,623 407,519 403,169 360,724 345,427 404,666 408,114 382,774
Treatment&Neutralization 6,250 4,900 4,100 4,850 5,058 4,744 5,316 6,460 5,750 6,955 14,163 12,200
Destructive Incineration 12,420 8,285 11,850 12,015 12,913 13,690 11,278 13,386 15,319 18,413 28,362 35,104
Landfill 10,250 15,700 16,100 18,765 19,570 18,990 20,950 20,590 18,900 23,197 24,300 30,700

WASTE COLLECTED BY CATEGORY(lbs)
Oil-Based Paint & related 91,950 56,300 81,850 47,650 81,390 46,170 46,100 80,290 48,450 73,750 74,299 70,010
Aerosols 3,519 2,600 2,900 2,900 2,900 4,100 3,010 2,710 3,360 4,200 7,170 6,000
Antifreeze/Motor Oil & Filters 840 N/A N/A 52,061 63,223 54,780 38,821 48,586 55,034 38,625 47,243 38,281
Fluorescents 7,601 6,862 9,031 11,380 7,126 13,861 10,163 8,876 8,000 8,339 9,981 9,915
Pesticides & Poisons 8,331 7,850 10,950 8,755 8,850 9,150 9,400 9,680 11,400 13,050 25,760 26,710
Asbestos 750 900 300 700 960 790 1,000 440 500 1,847 3,420 2,000
Latex paint 52,100 68,000 78,400 79,200 73,700 80,240 76,900 78,430 79,220 108,859 97,245 89,390
Electronic Waste 134,297 145,078 176,120 157,119 199,589 185,526 210,650 121,760 137,111 151,953 152,275 158,804
Compressed Gas Cylinders 4,686 3,655 2,050 3,150 2,490 1,490 3,570 4,228 5,170 5,795 5,465 5,505
Household batteries 9,100 14,300 15,800 18,105 18,910 25,750 21,985 22,390 20,550 25,140 23,566 30,500
Car batteries 39,950 36,250 14,260 13,095 14,960 10,280 12,380 10,310 7,799
Acids/Bases/Oxidizers 6,250 4,350 4,100 4,560 5,058 4,744 5,316 6,600 5,750 7,387 14,575 14,475
Other** 1,740 1,335 830 420 1,718 4,082 703 2,210 571 1,906 3,630 1,389

COSTS
HHW Contractor Costs $156,563 $121,255 $139,647 $147,687 $188,601 $186,809 $200,699 $199,101 $191,930 $192,624 $217,976 $205,016
  Labor/Materials $58,461 $50,166 $53,975 $62,252 $86,141 $88,720 $89,911 $88,220 $93,281 $96,926 $99,807 $99,525
   Waste Disposal $93,472 $72,120 $89,674 $88,161 $107,219 $100,973 $114,197 $114,649 $102,644 $97,521 $120,174 $105,490
  CESQG Waste Reimbursement -$4,630 -$1,031 -$4,002 -$2,726 -$4,759 -$2,884 -$3,410 -$3,769 -$3,995 -$1,823 -$2,005 -$2,628

E-Waste Contractor Costs $13,305 $17,403 $14,163 $14,011 $10,367 $13,637 $1,474 $1,175 $1,115 $1,437 $1,770
    Labor,Printing.Mailing $11,374 $23,276 $23,610 $24,716 $21,307 $19,254 $5,306 $4,268 $4,268 $4,268 $4,102
   Disposal/Recycling $11,744 $7,181 $1,646 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $140 $230
   Reimbursement(CRT's) -$10,735 -$9,813 -$13,054 -$11,093 -$10,705 -$10,940 -$7,007 -$5,272 -$4,342 -$4,603 -$4,331 -$2,562

CESQG/BUSINESS PROGRAM
# of Businesses 26 20 14 25 34 22 36 25 19 12 13 17
**Other includes Sharps,PCB's,Non-RCRA and mercury-containing waste
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CIWMB FORM 303
NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT

Total 2016

WASTE VOLUMES COLLECTED
MATERIAL TYPE POUNDS COLLECTED BY PROGRAM TYPE MANAGEMNT METHOD OF WASTE DISPOSED/DIVERTED

Permanent Recycle Only E-Waste TOTAL POUNDS TOTAL
Facility Facility Event COLLECTED DI FB L N R S Pntcre POUNDS

1. Flammable &   Flammable solid/liquid 1,130 0 0 1,130 450 680 0 0 0 0 0 1,130
Poison    Bulked flammable liquids 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

   Oil-base paint 22,730 0 0 22,730 0 0 0 0 0 0 22,730 22,730
   Paint related(PRM) 46,150 0 0 46,150 0 46,150 0 0 0 0 0 46,150
   Poison(excl. aerosols) 26,710 0 0 26,710 26,710 0 0 0 0 0 0 26,710
   Reactive & explosives 45 0 0 45 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 45
      Subtotal 96,765 0 0 96,765 27,205 46,830 0 0 0 0 22,730 96,765

2. Acid    Organic and Inorganic acid 4,400 0 0 4,400 0 0 0 4,400 0 0 0 4,400
3. Base    Organic and Inorganic base 7,700 0 0 7,700 0 0 0 7,700 0 0 0 7,700

4 Oxidizer
Neutral oxidizers,organic 
peroxides,oxidizing acids and bases 2375 0 0 2,375 2,275 0 0 0 0 100 0 2,375

5. PCB-containing    PCB-containing paint 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
   Other PCB waste 704 0 0 704 704 0 0 0 0 0 0 704
      Subtotal 704 0 0 704 704 0 0 0 0 0 0 704

6 Reclaimable    Antifreeze 190 3,590 0 3,780 0 0 0 0 3,780 0 0 3,780
   Auto type batteries 499 7,300 0 7,799 0 0 0 0 7,799 0 0 7,799
   Latex Paint 33,536 55,854 0 89,390 0 0 0 0 0 0 89,390 89,390
   Motor oil/oil products 6,001 27,000 0 33,001 0 0 0 0 33,001 0 0 33,001
   Oil filters 0 1,500 0 1,500 0 0 0 0 1,500 0 0 1,500
      Subtotal 40,226 95,244 135,470 0 0 0 0 46,080 0 89,390 135,470

7 Asbestos Asbestos 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 0 0 2,000

8 Universal Waste
Mercury containing thermostats 
/switches/thermometers 20 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 20
Mercury containing waste other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
   Fluorescent bulbs 1,511 8,404 0 9,915 0 0 0 0 9,915 0 0 9,915
Rechargeable batteries 200 1,600 0 1,800 0 0 0 0 1,800 0 0 1,800
Other Household batteries 8,000 20,700 0 28,700 0 0 28,700 0 0 0 0 28,700

Electronic Waste Covered Electronic Devices 64,020 0 28,935 92,955 0 0 0 0 92,955 0 0 92,955
Other Electronic Devices 40,180 0 25,669 65,849 0 0 0 0 65,849 0 0 65,849
Subtotal 113,931 30,704 54,604 199,239 0 0 28,700 0 170,539 0 0 199,239

Aerosol Containers Managed as universal waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Universal Waste Subtotal 113,931 30,704 54,604 199,239 0 0 28,700 0 170,539 0 0 199,239
9 Other HHW Sharps 120 0 0 120 120 0 0 0 0 0 0 120

Pharmaceutical Waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Compressed Gas Cylinders 5,505 0 0 5,505 0 0 0 0 5,505 0 0 5,505
Treated Wood 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Non-UW aerosol containers - 
corrosives, flammables, poisons 6,000 0 0 6,000 4,800 1,200 0 0 0 0 0 6,000
Other-Class9/Non RCRA 500 0 0 500 0 0 0 0 500 0 0 500
      Subtotal 12,125 0 0 12,125 4,920 1,200 0 0 6,005 0 0 12,125

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10. Grand Total 280,226 125,948 54,604 460,778 35,104 48,030 30,700 12,100 222,624 100 112,120 460,778
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FREE HOUSEHOLD E-WASTE DROP-OFF 
   Saturday,April 22 – Monday,April 24,2017 
Novato Recycling Center, 7576 Redwood Blvd. 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

A special three-day FREE drop-off event for Novato residents to recycle old 
common electronic products – E-Waste – such as televisions, computers, VCR’s and 
other small home electronics. Many common electronic products such as computer 
monitors and old television sets can damage the environment if disposed of improperly. 
E-Waste is considered a hazardous waste and CANNOT be disposed of in the trash.   

 What WILL be Accepted at this drop-off *:
 Computers (PC’s & Laptops) – maximum

of 5 
 Telephones, Cell Phones, Answering

Machines
 Fax Machines and small table-top

copy machines
 Electric typewriters

 Computer Monitors – maximum of 5  Televisions
 Computer peripherals – (keyboards,

printers, scanners, cables, mouse)
 Radios, tape players, stereos, DVD

players, VCR’s, camcorders
 Kitchen Appliances  - (microwaves,

blenders, toaster ovens, coffee makers, etc)
 General Household Appliances – (hair

dryers, irons, vacuums, lamps, etc.)

* This is only a partial list of items.  If you have a question about an item, please call 892-7344

 What will NOT be accepted at this drop-off *: 
 NO Large Appliances such as washers, dryers, stoves, refrigerators, water 

heaters, dishwashers, air conditioners, etc.  If you have any of these items please contact 
Novato Disposal Services at 897-4177 for a pick-up.   

Although both working and non-working electronics will be accepted at this event, please consider donating 
working equipment to a local charity or thrift store. 

Novato Disposal offers free pick-up of household electronics for single-family residential customers up to four (4) times 
a year, limited to three (3) yards of material per pick-up. Call Novato Disposal at 897-4177 to schedule a pick up.  

Event is for NOVATO HOUSEHOLDS ONLY. 
Novato Businesses please call 892-6395 for further disposal information 

Questions?  Call the HHW Hotline at 892-7344
Event sponsored by Novato Sanitary District, Novato Disposal Services and ECS Recycling 

Item 6.e.ii.
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

TITLE: Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities 2016 Annual Operations 
and Maintenance Report. 

MEETING DATE: March 27, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  7.a. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Receive and accept Wastewater Treatment Facilities 2016 
Annual Operations and Maintenance Report, subject to minor edits. 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:  
The draft Wastewater Treatment Facilities 2016 Annual Operations and Maintenance Report 
(Report) is attached.  A short verbal presentation on the Report will be made at the meeting 
by the Veolia Project Manager. The report is essentially an encapsulation of information that 
was previously presented to the Board or the Wastewater Operations Committee in each 
month of 2016. 

Staff has reviewed the draft report and deems it to be satisfactory. Therefore, staff 
recommends that the Board receive and accept the Report, subject to minor edits. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Wastewater Treatment Facilities 2016 Annual Operations and Maintenance Report.
STRATEGIC PLAN INFORMATION: This item addresses Goal 1 (Operational Excellence) 
and Goal 2 (Reliable and Efficient Facilities) of the latest Strategic Plan Update. 
DEPT.MGR.: jb (Veolia), eb GENERAL MANAGER: SSK 
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Marin Independent Journal (http://www.marinij.com)

Marin garbage rates rising along with recycling costs

By Richard Halstead, Marin Independent Journal

Monday, February 20, 2017

Garbage collection fees are increasing in parts of Marin, and
communities will continue to pay for recycling costs that are rising
because of falling prices for commodities such as paper, plastic and
glass.

Members of the Marin Franchisors Group, which includes San Rafael,
Larkspur, Ross, the county of Marin and the Las Gallinas Valley
Sanitary District, have all acceded to Marin Sanitary Service’s request
for a 5.71 percent increase. Marin Sanitary Service requested and
received an identical 5.71 percent fee increase from the Franchisors
Group a year ago.

“It was just absolutely coincidental,” said Patty Garbarino, president and CEO of Marin Sanitary Service.

The town of San Anselmo has also agreed to a 5.71 percent fee hike. Although San Anselmo is not a member of
the Franchisors Group, its contract calls for its rate increases to mirror that of the Franchisors Group.

Other unincorporated areas of the Ross Valley will see a slightly higher increase of 6.21 percent. These areas
include: Kentfield, Greenbrae, Kent Woodlands, Del Mesa Heights, Bayside Acres, Country Club Estates, Bret
Harte, Point San Quentin, Lucky Drive and Greenbrae Boardwalk. The fee for Sleepy Hollow and Oak Manor
will increase 5.71 percent.

Marin Sanitary Service has requested about a 2 percent rate increase from the town of Fairfax, but the Town
Council there has yet to take up the matter. Last year, Fairfax residents actually saw their garbage fees drop 2.77
percent. One reason for that is Fairfax discontinued its household hazardous waste service because residents
weren’t using it.

If Fairfax accepts the 2 percent rate hike, it will still have one of the lowest rates in Marin at $31.93 per month
for a 32gallon can. The monthly rates for a 32gallon can in some of the other jurisdictions following the rate
hike are: Larkspur, $39.35; San Anselmo, $38.71; county of Marin, $38; San Rafael, $35.81; Ross, $34.22 and
Las Gallinas, $31.31.

This latest round of fee increases will provide no money to cover rising recycling costs.

Marin Sanitary Service gathers recyclable materials along with garbage in San Rafael, Larkspur, Ross, San
Anselmo, Fairfax and in some unincorporated areas of the county of Marin and turns the recyclable materials
over to its sister company, the Marin Resource Recovery Center.

Until recently, the amount of revenue generated from recycling fluctuated along with commodity prices. Some
years revenue exceeded costs and in other years recycling costs surpassed revenue generated.

Item 10.a.
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Marin Sanitary put excess revenue into a reserve fund which it could draw on to cover recycling costs, and local
communities didn’t have to pay. As recently as 2011, there was more than $232,000 in that fund.

But beginning in 2012, the fund began accumulating a deficit. By 2015, the size of the deficit had grown to more
than $344,000.

“Last year we lost $500,000 in the recycling program,” Garbarino said.

“The deficit is simply a matter of the commodity markets, mostly Asian markets, mostly secondary paper
markets having just completely crashed,” Garbarino said.

Low oil prices and slumping demand from China have resulted in dramatically lower prices for recycled
commodities: paper, plastic glass and aluminum.

Demand from China helped spark a tripling of the U.S. recycling rate during the 1990s and early 2000s. Now,
China’s growth has slowed and so has its ravenous appetite for raw materials.

“This is something that every recycling plant in the United States is facing,” Garbarino said. “In the year 2015,
20 percent of the recycling centers in the state of California closed for this reason.”

Garbarino said she began meeting with the city managers of Marin municipalities this week to decide what
needs to be done to sustain the recycling program.

She said, “Laws now exist that require us as communities to be at a 75 percent diversion rate, which is where we
are, so we can’t back away from recycling.”

URL: http://www.marinij.com/business/20170220/marin-garbage-rates-rising-along -with-r ecycling-costs
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