
NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 

Meeting Date:  November 26, 2012 
 
 
The Board of Directors of Novato Sanitary District will hold a regular meeting at 
6:00 p.m., Monday, November 26, 2012, at the District Offices, 500 Davidson 
Street, Novato. 
 
Materials related to items on this agenda are available for public inspection in the 
District Office, 500 Davidson Street, Novato, during normal business hours. They are 
also available on the District’s website:  www.novatosan.com. 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

2. AGENDA APPROVAL: 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE OBSERVE A THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT): 
 

This item is to allow anyone present to comment on any subject not on the agenda, 
or to request consideration to place an item on a future agenda.  Individuals will be 
limited to a three-minute presentation.  No action will be taken by the Board at this 
time as a result of any public comments made. 

4. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
 

a. Consider approval of minutes of the November 13, 2012 meeting. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

The Manager-Engineer has reviewed the following items. To her knowledge, there 
is no opposition to the action. The items can be acted on in one consolidated 
motion as recommended or may be removed from the Consent Calendar and 
separately considered at the request of any person. 

a. Approve expenditure and authorize Manager-Engineer to execute contracts 
with Marin Audubon Society for Supplemental Environmental Projects. 

b. Approve regular disbursements, payroll and payroll related disbursements. 

6. ADMINISTRATION: 

a. Consider rejection of claim from Terry Odetto, 39 Devonshire Drive, Novato, 
concerning sewer backup on October 22, 2012. 

b. Review of Quarterly Revenue and Expenditure report. 
c. Review Accounts Receivable report. 
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7. DISTRICT CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE: 

a. Consider adoption of resolution revising District Conflict of Interest Code to 
amend filing requirements for designated employees.  

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

a. Wastewater Operations Committee report. 

9. STAFF REPORTS: 

a. North Bay Water Reuse Authority meeting. 
b. California Special District Association training. 
c. California Water Environment Association Redwood Empire Association 

Awards. 

10. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS: 

11. MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

12. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
Next resolution no. 3052   
 
Next regular meeting date:  Monday, December 10, 2012, 6:00 PM at the Novato 
Sanitary District office, 500 Davidson Street, Novato, CA. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the District at (415) 892-
1694 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  Notification prior to the meeting will 
enable the District to make reasonable accommodation to help ensure 
accessibility to this meeting. 



 

   November 13, 2012 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Novato Sanitary District was held at 
6:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at the District offices, 500 Davidson Street, 
Novato. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  President Michael Di Giorgio, Members William C. 
Long, Jean Mariani, Jerry Peters and Dennis Welsh.   
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Manager-Engineer-Secretary Beverly James, Deputy Manager-
Engineer Sandeep Karkal and Administrative Secretary Julie Swoboda. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Brant Miller, Novato resident 
 John Bailey, Project Manager, Veolia Water 
 Dee Johnson, HHW Facility Coordinator 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  The agenda was approved as presented.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   None. 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
 
Consider approval of minutes of the October 11th and 22nd, 2012 Board meetings. 
 
On motion of Member Mariani, seconded by Member Peters and carried unanimously, 
the minutes of the October 11th and 22nd, 2012 Board meetings were approved as 
written.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR:   
 
Member Welsh requested items a. Approve travel to Washington DC for Director Long 
to represent the North Bay Water Reuse Authority and c. Approve regular 
disbursements be removed from the Consent Calendar for further discussion. 
 
Member Welsh asked what the total cost for travel expenses were for Director Long’s 
trip to Washington DC.  The Manager stated that the amount would be approximately 
$2,000. 
 
Member Welsh asked for clarification of the coding for the charge:  State Water 
Resources Control Bd(2) in the amount of $42,606 and stated that the charge was listed 
as a Permit Fee.  He disputed this category because he stated the charge was 
attributed to a fine imposed by the State Water Resources Control Board.  The Manager 
stated that the charge was indeed a fine, but that the District accounting system does 
not have a category for “fines” and so it was coded to the Permit Fees category.     
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On motion of Member Peters, seconded by Member Welsh and carried unanimously, 
the following Consent Calendar items were approved: 
 

a. Approval of travel to Washington DC for Director Long to represent the North 
Bay Water Reuse Authority. 

b. Ratify the Manager-Engineer’s approval of an agreement in the amount of 
$15,000 with the Central Marin Sanitation Agency to develop and implement 
the District’s Dental Amalgam Mercury Reduction program. 

c. Approval of regular disbursements in the amount of $401,507.89, capital 
project disbursements in the amount of $247,165.93, and Board member 
disbursements in the amount of $3,679.72. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
- Solid Waste Committee.  The Manager introduced Dee Johnson, Household 
Hazardous Waste Facility Coordinator.   
 
Dee Johnson stated that the Solid Waste Committee meeting was held earlier that day, 
November 13th, at 3:00 p.m.  She discussed the timetable for zero waste programs as 
stated in the Franchise Agreement with Novato Disposal.  She discussed Redwood 
Landfill’s new programs and stated that soon a permit will be granted to allow the facility 
to receive all commercial food waste. 
 
Ms. Johnson gave an overview of the E-Waste Collection event which was held on 
October 13th through October 15th.  She stated that 676 residents participated and that 
36,693 pounds of E-Waste were collected.  She noted that the cost for the event was 
reduced by 44% from the Spring 2012 event and stated that in 2012, savings of over 
$12,000 were realized from the 2011 E-Waste event costs. 
 
Ms. Johnson gave an overview of Novato Disposal’s 3rd Quarter Report, July-
September 2012.  She discussed Novato Disposal Services Disposal/Diversion 
Quarterly Comparison 2011 vs. 2012 and noted that diversion percentages were 
increased.   
 
Ms. Johnson discussed the “Paint Care” legislation and gave an update on the program.  
She noted that this legislation requires manufacturers (either individually or through a 
stewardship organization such as PaintCare) to design their own stewardship program 
and present it to CalRecycle in the form of a Program Implementation Plan. The Plan 
specifies how postconsumer paint will be collected, transported, recycled and 
processed at its end-of-life, as well as how consumer education and outreach will be 
done to promote proper purchasing, using up remaining paint, and properly recycling or 
disposing of unwanted postconsumer paint.  She stated that, in the future, this program 
will include paint collection at the Household Hazardous Waste Facility. 
 
Ms. Johnson gave an overview of the AB939 Solid/Hazardous Waste Budget 
Expenditures/Revenues from July 1 through September 30, 2012. 
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- Finance Committee.  The Manager gave an overview of the Finance Committee which 
met on November 5th to review the Investment Policy and Financial Procedures, and to 
receive a report on the progress of the 2011-12 Audit.  She stated that the District 
Investment Policy will be reviewed by the Finance Committee at their next meeting and 
that the final Policy will be brought to the full Board for their approval at the December 
10th regular Board meeting.   
 
The Manager stated that the final draft of the 2011-2012 District Audit will be completed 
and presented to the Finance Committee at their next meeting.  She stated that the 
audit will then be presented to the full Board at the December 10th regular Board 
meeting and that the auditor, Maze and Associates, will be present to answer any 
questions.   
 
- New Facilities and Strategic Planning Committee.  The Manager gave an overview of 
the Committee meeting which took place on November 1st.  She discussed the District’s 
Work Plan and provided updates to the Board on completion of various actions. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
 
- Consider granting final acceptance of the 2012 Reclamation Culvert Replacement 
Project - Site 3, and authorize staff to file the Notice of Completion.  The Manager noted 
that the bid amount for the project was $68,249.97 and that there were no change 
orders.  She stated that the project reached substantial completion on October 12, 2012 
and she recommended the Board grant final acceptance and authorize staff to file the 
Notice of Completion. 
 
On motion of Member Peters, seconded by Member Long and carried unanimously, the 
Board granted final acceptance of the 2012 Reclamation Culvert Replacement Project - 
Site 3, and authorized staff to file the Notice of Completion. 
 
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS: 
 
Member Mariani and Peters discussed odor complaints from the Lea Dr. neighborhood 
area.  Member Peters noted that he continues to walk the neighborhood but has not 
detected any odors.  Member Welsh suggested that odors often increase in the late 
evening and early morning hours due to increased flow. 
 
Member Long read a historical letter from the District’s previous Manager, Chuck 
Joseph, which discussed Mt. Burdell’s detachment from the Sanitary District. 
 
President Di Giorgio discussed his attendance at a North Bay Watershed Association 
meeting which met on November 2nd at the District office.  He gave an overview of a 
presentation by Laurel Collins, Watershed Sciences, who discussed the Novato Creek 
History. 
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MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 

- The next Regular Board Meeting will be held on November 26th. 
- The Finance Committee will meet in early December. 
- A regular Board meeting will be held on December 10th.  There will be no second 

meeting in December. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Board, President 
Di Giorgio adjourned the Board meeting at 7:21 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Beverly B. James 
Secretary   
 

Julie Swoboda, Recording 
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE:   Consent Calendar: SEP 
Contracts 

MEETING DATE:  November 26, 2012 

 

Agenda Item #:  5a. 

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 6c RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve expenditure and authorize Manager-Engineer to execute 
contracts with Marin Audubon Society for Supplemental Environmental Projects 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:   
 
The District settlement agreement with the San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board 
stipulates that the District will fund the following two supplemental environmental projects (SEPs) to be 
performed by the Marin Audubon Society: 

 Simmons Slough Wetland Enhancement Project for $43,470; 

 Bahia Tidal Pond Enhancement and Marsh Monitoring Project for $96,668. 

Marin Audubon Society prepared CEQA documentation for both projects establishing that they are 
categorically exempt. The District made CEQA findings and directed filing of the Notice of Exemption 
at the October 22, 2012 meeting. 

The Settlement Agreement has a strict schedule for project performance and Marin Audubon is ready 
to proceed immediately to remove the noxious weeds and prepare the soil for planting. Staff 
recommends that the Board approve the expenditure and authorize the Manager-Engineer to sign the 
contracts with Marin Audubon Society. The contracts are being reviewed by District Counsel to assure 
that they comply with the conditions of the Settlement Agreement. 

ALTERNATIVES:   N/A  

BUDGET INFORMATION:   The SEP projects will be funded from the ACL settlement with the funds 
coming from the Permit and Fee accounts for Collections, Pump Stations, Reclamation, and 
Treatment Facilities in proportion to the fines leveed for each department: Collections - $101,669; 
Treatment - $17,445; Pump Stations - $14,034; Reclamation - $6,990. 

DEPT.MGR.: MANAGER: 

 



Date Num Name Credit

Nov 26, 12
11/26/2012 55094 Veolia Water North America, ... 166,635.36
11/26/2012 55085 Pacific, Gas & Electric 65,707.57
11/26/2012 55066 Custom Tractor Service 47,575.00
11/26/2012 55090 Royal Petroleum Company 11,519.22
11/26/2012 55065 Control Systems West, Inc. 9,240.92
11/26/2012 55060 Aqua Science 2,890.75
11/26/2012 55057 American Express-22062 2,665.94
11/26/2012 55080 North Marin Water District - Lab 2,577.00
11/26/2012 55088 RMC Water & Environment, I... 2,542.50
11/26/2012 55055 3T Equipment Company Inc. 1,709.88
11/26/2012 55063 CED Santa Rosa, Inc 1,470.77
11/26/2012 55081 North Marin Water District Pa... 1,391.96
11/26/2012 55056 Able Tire & Brake Inc. 1,112.21
11/26/2012 55075 Marin Mechanical II, Inc. 1,062.95
11/26/2012 55072 IEDA, INC 1,020.00
11/26/2012 55070 Frontier Analytical Laboratory... 1,000.00
11/26/2012 55096 Water Components & Buildin... 993.60
11/26/2012 55076 Marin/Sonoma Mosquito Dist 869.22
11/26/2012 55068 Empire Mini Storage - Novato 779.00
11/26/2012 55058 American Society of Civil Eng... 570.00
11/26/2012 55082 Novato Radiator & Air Conditi... 495.73
11/26/2012 55061 BoundTree Medical, LLC 410.35
11/26/2012 55074 Marin County Public Health Lab 360.00
11/26/2012 55089 Roy's Sewer Service, Inc. 300.00
11/26/2012 55064 Claremont EAP, Inc. 295.00
11/26/2012 55097 WECO 293.74
11/26/2012 55071 Grainger 234.38
11/26/2012 55086 Petty Cash 214.30
11/26/2012 55092 Unicorn Group 212.88
11/26/2012 55073 Levy, Larry 200.00
11/26/2012 55095 Verizon - 5143 176.68
11/26/2012 55062 Cantarutti Electric, Inc 172.50
11/26/2012 55084 Orkin Pest Control, Inc. 116.00
11/26/2012 55069 First Alarm 111.75
11/26/2012 55079 North Marin Water District 111.30
11/26/2012 55083 One Stop Auto Service Inc. 98.32
11/26/2012 55059 American Water Works Asso... 98.00
11/26/2012 55077 North Bay Portables, Inc. 92.18
11/26/2012 55087 Pitney Bowes 66.39
11/26/2012 55091 Staples Business Adv Inc. 48.80
11/26/2012 55078 North Marin Auto Parts 28.21
11/26/2012 55067 Dept of Housing & Comm De... 28.00
11/26/2012 55093 United Parcel Service 10.29

Nov 26, 12 327,508.65

Novato Sanitary District
Operating Check Register

For November 26, 2012

Page 1



 11/21/12  Novato Sanitary District

 Operating Check Register Detail
For November 26, 2012

Date Account Amount

3T Equipment Company Inc.

11/05/2012 60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 1,709.88

Total 3T Equipment Company Inc. 1,709.88

Able Tire & Brake Inc.

10/31/2012 65150 · Repairs & Maintenance 1,112.21

Total Able Tire & Brake Inc. 1,112.21

American Express-22062

11/15/2012 60100 · Operating Supplies 294.76

11/15/2012 66100 · Engineering Supplies 165.86

11/15/2012 66080 · Memberships 230.00

11/15/2012 66085 · Safety 12.60

11/15/2012 66090 · Office Expense 403.45

11/15/2012 66170 · Travel, Meetings & Training 1,008.20

11/15/2012 21015 · American Express 551.07

Total American Express-22062 2,665.94

American Society of Civil Engineers

09/04/2012 66080 · Memberships 305.00

09/04/2012 66080 · Memberships 265.00

Total American Society of Civil Engineers 570.00

American Water Works Association

11/01/2012 66080 · Memberships 98.00

Total American Water Works Association 98.00

Aqua Science

11/05/2012 64160 · Research & Monitoring 2,890.75

Total Aqua Science 2,890.75

BoundTree Medical, LLC

11/08/2012 67500 · Household Hazardous Waste 410.35

Total BoundTree Medical, LLC 410.35

Cantarutti Electric, Inc

11/15/2012 65153 · TV Inspection 172.50

Total Cantarutti Electric, Inc 172.50

CED Santa Rosa, Inc

11/14/2012 65150 · Repairs & Maintenance 1,470.77

Total CED Santa Rosa, Inc 1,470.77

Claremont EAP, Inc.

11/15/2012 66020 · Employee Benefits 295.00

Total Claremont EAP, Inc. 295.00

Control Systems West, Inc.

10/29/2012 65153 · TV Inspection 9,240.92

Total Control Systems West, Inc. 9,240.92

Custom Tractor Service

11/12/2012 63115 · Sludge Disposal 47,575.00

Total Custom Tractor Service 47,575.00

Dept of Housing & Comm Development

11/05/2012 66090 · Office Expense 28.00

Total Dept of Housing & Comm Development 28.00
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 11/21/12  Novato Sanitary District

 Operating Check Register Detail
For November 26, 2012

Date Account Amount

Empire Mini Storage - Novato

11/13/2012 66123 · O/S Contractual 779.00

Total Empire Mini Storage - Novato 779.00

First Alarm

11/15/2012 66150 · Repairs & Maintenance 111.75

Total First Alarm 111.75

Frontier Analytical Laboratory, Inc.

11/09/2012 64160 · Research & Monitoring 1,000.00

Total Frontier Analytical Laboratory, Inc. 1,000.00

Grainger

11/02/2012 65150 · Repairs & Maintenance 109.19

11/14/2012 65100 · Operating Supplies 125.19

Total Grainger 234.38

IEDA, INC

11/01/2012 66123 · O/S Contractual 1,020.00

Total IEDA, INC 1,020.00

Levy, Larry

11/05/2012 66123 · O/S Contractual 200.00

Total Levy, Larry 200.00

Marin County Public Health Lab

11/08/2012 64160 · Research & Monitoring 360.00

Total Marin County Public Health Lab 360.00

Marin Mechanical II, Inc.

10/29/2012 65150 · Repairs & Maintenance 1,062.95

Total Marin Mechanical II, Inc. 1,062.95

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito Dist

11/13/2012 63150 · Repairs & Maintenance 869.22

Total Marin/Sonoma Mosquito Dist 869.22

North Bay Portables, Inc.

11/01/2012 63100 · Operating Supplies 92.18

Total North Bay Portables, Inc. 92.18

North Marin Auto Parts

11/14/2012 60100 · Operating Supplies 28.21

Total North Marin Auto Parts 28.21

North Marin Water District

11/08/2012 65192 · Water 111.30

Total North Marin Water District 111.30

North Marin Water District - Lab

11/01/2012 64160 · Research & Monitoring 2,577.00

Total North Marin Water District - Lab 2,577.00

North Marin Water District Payroll

11/06/2012 64010 · Salaries & Wages 1,391.96

Total North Marin Water District Payroll 1,391.96

Novato Radiator & Air Conditioning

11/14/2012 60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 495.73

Total Novato Radiator & Air Conditioning 495.73
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 11/21/12  Novato Sanitary District

 Operating Check Register Detail
For November 26, 2012

Date Account Amount

One Stop Auto Service Inc.

11/07/2012 60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 67.36

11/13/2012 66150 · Repairs & Maintenance 30.96

Total One Stop Auto Service Inc. 98.32

Orkin Pest Control, Inc.

10/24/2012 66150 · Repairs & Maintenance 116.00

Total Orkin Pest Control, Inc. 116.00

Pacific, Gas & Electric

11/01/2012 65191 · Gas & Electricity 29.56

11/14/2012 61000-5 · Gas &  Electricity 40,755.37

11/14/2012 63191 · Gas & Electricity 16,260.51

11/14/2012 65191 · Gas & Electricity 8,662.13

Total Pacific, Gas & Electric 65,707.57

Petty Cash

11/16/2012 66060 · Gasoline & Oil 20.00

11/16/2012 60100 · Operating Supplies 13.02

11/16/2012 66170 · Travel, Meetings & Training 178.04

11/16/2012 66090 · Office Expense 3.24

Total Petty Cash 214.30

Pitney Bowes

10/26/2012 66090 · Office Expense 66.39

Total Pitney Bowes 66.39

RMC Water & Environment, Inc.

11/14/2012 64160 · Research & Monitoring 2,542.50

Total RMC Water & Environment, Inc. 2,542.50

Roy's Sewer Service, Inc.

11/02/2012 60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 300.00

Total Roy's Sewer Service, Inc. 300.00
Royal Petroleum Company

11/02/2012 60060 · Gas, Oil & Fuel 6,620.24

11/02/2012 63060 · Gasoline & Oil 1,059.24

11/02/2012 64060 · Gasoline & Oil 662.02

11/02/2012 65060 · Gasoline & Oil 1,059.24

11/02/2012 66060 · Gasoline & Oil 2,118.48

Total Royal Petroleum Company 11,519.22

Staples Business Adv Inc.
10/31/2012 66090 · Office Expense 48.80

Total Staples Business Adv Inc. 48.80

Unicorn Group

11/15/2012 66090 · Office Expense 212.88

Total Unicorn Group 212.88

United Parcel Service

11/10/2012 66090 · Office Expense 10.29

Total United Parcel Service 10.29

Veolia Water North America, Inc.

10/04/2012 61000-1 · Fixed Fee 158,258.03

10/25/2012 61000-2 · Insurance & Bonds 4,456.50

11/08/2012 61000-2 · Insurance & Bonds 3,920.83

Total Veolia Water North America, Inc. 166,635.36
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 11/21/12  Novato Sanitary District

 Operating Check Register Detail
For November 26, 2012

Date Account Amount

Verizon - 5143

11/10/2012 66193 · Telephone 176.68

Total Verizon - 5143 176.68

Water Components & Building, Inc.

11/05/2012 63150 · Repairs & Maintenance 993.60

Total Water Components & Building, Inc. 993.60

WECO

11/02/2012 60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 293.74

Total WECO 293.74

TOTAL 327,508.65
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Date Num Name Credit

Nov 26, 12
11/26/2012 2445 Gateway Pacific Contractors, ... 143,199.95
11/26/2012 2443 Covello Group, The 67,584.86
11/26/2012 2444 Gateway Pacific Contractors -... 7,536.84
11/26/2012 2446 Roto Rooter-(Inc.) 4,961.25
11/26/2012 2441 Arntz Builders, Inc. 3,297.00
11/26/2012 2442 C.V. Larsen Co. 3,250.00
11/26/2012 2447 Roy's Sewer Service, Inc. 590.00

Nov 26, 12 230,419.90

Novato Sanitary District
Capital Project Check Register

November 26, 2012
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 11/21/12  Novato Sanitary District
 Capital Projects

Check Register Detail for November 26, 2012

Date Account Amount

Arntz Builders, Inc.

11/06/2012 72804 · Annual Reclamation Fac Imp 3,297.00

Total Arntz Builders, Inc. 3,297.00

C.V. Larsen Co.

10/29/2012 72804 · Annual Reclamation Fac Imp 3,250.00

Total C.V. Larsen Co. 3,250.00

Covello Group, The

11/01/2012 72403 · Pump Station Rehabilitation 23,361.25

11/01/2012 73002 · WWTP Up - Cont D - Rec- ARRA Fu 44,223.61

Total Covello Group, The 67,584.86

Gateway Pacific Contractors - Escrow

10/31/2012 73002 · WWTP Up - Cont D - Rec- ARRA Fu 7,536.84

Total Gateway Pacific Contractors - Escrow 7,536.84

Gateway Pacific Contractors, Inc.

10/31/2012 73002 · WWTP Up - Cont D - Rec- ARRA Fu 143,199.95

Total Gateway Pacific Contractors, Inc. 143,199.95

Roto Rooter-(Inc.)

10/18/2012 72803 · Annual Collection Sys Repairs 4,961.25

Total Roto Rooter-(Inc.) 4,961.25

Roy's Sewer Service, Inc.

11/07/2012 72803 · Annual Collection Sys Repairs 590.00

Total Roy's Sewer Service, Inc. 590.00

TOTAL 230,419.90

 Page 1 of 1



 Novato Sanitary District

 Payroll and Payroll Related Check Register
 November 2012

Date Description Amount

11/30/2012 November Payroll 105,432.39

11/30/2012 November Retiree Health Benefits 14,668.02

11/21/2012 CalPers Health 29,644.84

11/21/2012 CALPERS Retirement 23,567.68

11/21/2012 United States Treasury 21,102.96

11/21/2012 CalPers Supplemental Income Plan 11,200.00

11/21/2012 EDD 5,450.60

11/21/2012 Lincoln Financial Group 5,852.06

11/21/2012 Lincoln Financial Group-401a Plan 4,104.52

11/21/2012 Lincoln Financial Group-401a Plan 3,887.23

11/21/2012 CALPERS Retirement 2,263.19

11/21/2012 Local Union 315 480.00

11/21/2012 Marin Employ Federal Credit Union 517.00

11/21/2012 Operating Engineers Local 3 RHSP 290.10

228,460.59
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE: Liability Claim:  Consider 
rejection of claim from Terry Odetto 
– 39 Devonshire Drive 

MEETING DATE:  November 26, 2012 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Deny claim. 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:  On November 14, 2012, the District received a claim in an 
unspecified amount, from Ms. Terry Odetto, 39 Devonshire Drive.  The claim follows a sewer 
backup into her home that occurred on October 22, 2012.  The backup was caused by a 
stoppage in the District’s main line.   

 

Ms. Odetto has indicated Superior Court as the jurisdiction of this claim (for claims over 
$25,000).  Government Code section 910(f) states that if the claim exceeds $10,000, no dollar 
amount shall be included in the claim.  It appears that Ms. Odetto believes her claim is valued 
at greater than $25,000. 

 

Once a claim is presented, the District contacts a claims adjuster from Carl Warren & 
Company, representing the District’s insurance carrier.  The adjuster advises the District as to 
the appropriate response.  The purpose of the response is to protect the District and to take 
advantage of code and case defenses to comply with the Government Code and set the 
statute of limitations for suit filings.  A public entity must act on the claim within 45 days, and 
provide written notice of the action taken.  If a timely claim is rejected, the claimant may file 
suit for money or damages within six months after the date the notice is delivered or mailed.  
If the rejection is not properly noticed, however, the deadline for filing suit is extended to two 
years.  Generally a negotiated settlement is reached between the claims adjuster and the 
claimant.  However, in the event of a lawsuit a claim rejection restricts the statute of 
limitations to six months instead of two years. 

 

District staff has discussed the matter with the District’s claims adjuster at Carl Warren and 
Co. and recommends procedural denial of the claim from Ms. Odetto. 

 
 

 

ALTERNATIVES:  Do not deny the claim. 

BUDGET INFORMATION:  The District’s 2012-13 budget includes an amount of $45,000 for 
insurance claims.  The District’s insurance deductible is $25,000 per incident. 

DEPT.MGR.: MANAGER: 

 





 

         November 21, 2012 
 
MEMORANDUM         
 
 
TO:  District Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Beverly B. James, Manager-Engineer 
  Laura M. Creamer, Finance Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Revenue and Expenditure Report for Quarter Ended September 2012 
 
 
This memo presents a summary of revenues and expenditures for the operating and 
capital funds through the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2012-13 (see attached detail). The 
report also presents a brief analysis of items that vary significantly from 25% of the budget. 
 

OPERATING FUND 
 
OPERATING REVENUE 
 

 YTD 
Balance 
Received 

Annual 
Budget 

Budget 
Remaining 

Pct. Received 

Total Operating 
Revenues 

$157,256 $9,149,171 $8,991,915 1.7% 

 
Discussion 
 
Overall, operating revenues are approximately 1.7% of the total budget amount with 25% 
of the year complete.  The operating income accounts are within normal range for this time 
of year. 
 
OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
 

 YTD Balance
 

Annual 
Budget 

Budget 
Unused 

Pct. Used 

Total Operating 
Expenses 

$ 1,898,350 $9,316,303 $7,417,953 20.4% 

Discussion 

Overall, operating expenses are approximately 20.4% of budget at 25% of the year 
complete.  The Operating Working Capital Reserve Fund Balance at the end of the first 
quarter was $5,380,997.  
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The first quarter lower expense is due primarily to expenses scheduled for later in the year. 
The following sections explain significant variances in expense accounts for each of the 
departments. 

Collection System  (17.3%) 

Permits & fees. 0%. The account includes an allowance for the fine for sewer overflows 
which was paid in the second quarter. 

Treatment Facilities Contract Operations (23.2%) 

Major Repairs & Maintenance  0%. No repairs in excess of $10,000 occurred in the first 
quarter.  

Reclamation/Disposal Facilities (17.6%) 

Repairs & Maintenance  31.4%.Variance due to majority of expenditures are made in the 
dry months of the year, at the beginning and end of the fiscal year therefore the 
expenditures should average out over the next two quarters. 

Sludge Disposal  0.5%. Sludge disposal was invoiced in the second quarter. 

Gas & Electricity  40.1%.  The Reclamation facility operates between April 1st and October 
31st every year with the majority of expenditures occurring during the first and fourth 
quarters of the budget year. This item is anticipated to stay within budget.  

Laboratory/Monitoring (17.3%) 

Software Maintenance 32.0%.  Variance due to planned lab software expenditures 
occurring during the first quarter of the year, account expected to stay within budget for the 
fiscal year. 

Research & Monitoring 11.3%. This account includes NPDES Permit required studies 
which will take place later in the year. 

Pump Stations (18.9%) 

Salaries & Wages. 19.1% There is one position scheduled in the budget to start at mid-
year. 

Administration and Engineering (21.8%) 

Employee Benefits  29.3%.  Insurance premium for workers compensation paid in the first 
quarter of the fiscal year of approximately $79k, account expected to even out throughout 
the rest of the fiscal year and stay within budget. 

Gasoline & Oil. 40.6%.  The increase in the price of gasoline is reflected in higher fuel 
expenditures for each of the departments. 
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Accounting & Auditing.  68.1%.  All of the audit fieldwork has been completed for the June 
30, 2012 audit and we are awaiting the final draft of the audit report, thus reasonable 
variance for this time of year. 

Attorney Fees. 7.8%. More of the anticipated attorney fees were paid in the second 
quarter. 

O/S Contractual. 14.4%. This account covers smaller consulting contracts including permit 
support, publicity, and engineering. Generally more billings are received later in the year 
due to the time required to issue contracts. 

Travel & Training. 36.3%.  Offsite training opportunities such as CASA, CWEA, and CSDA 
are concentrated in the first and fourth quarters. 

AB 939 Solid Waste Program (17.9% 

Outreach/Publicity/Education. 45.3%. This account is new for this department, previously 
included in Lab Budget and Solid Waste Budget, however all the costs associated with 
solid waste have been transferred to this line item in our Solid Waste Budget.  We will 
continue to monitor this budget for amendment throughout the year and adjust accordingly 
for our next budget cycle. 

CAPITAL FUND 

CAPITAL REVENUE 
 

 
Capital Revenue 

YTD 
Balance 

Received 

 
Annual 
Budget 

 
Over/(Under)Budget  

 
Pct. 

Received 
Sewer Service 
Charges 

 
   $10,733 

 
$6,149,430 

 
($6,138,697) 

 
      .20% 

Property Taxes    $     378 $1,780,000  ($1,779,622)       .02% 
Connection 
Charges 

  $46,575 $   447,500  ($ 400,925)   10.40% 

Total Revenue  $ 74,362 $9,304,740 ($9,230,378)     .80% 
 
Discussion 

Overall capital revenues are .80% of budget at the close of the first quarter. The sewer 
service charges and property tax payments are received in December and April.  
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 
 

  
YTD Balance

Annual 
Budget 

Budget 
Unused 

 
Pct. Used 

Capital 
Expenditures 

 
$1,237,353 

 
$10,885,412 

 
($9,648,059) 

 
11.4% 

The list of capital projects is shown in the attached report.  Overall expenses are 11.4% of 
budget. The Capital Improvement Working Reserve Balance at the end of the first quarter 
was $12,050,897 including the balance in the COP Bond proceeds.  

This is uneven distribution of expenditures is not unusual for capital projects. The pump 
station rehabilitation project was awarded in October and construction has started. The 
collection system rehabilitation projects are in various stages of design and construction. 
The Novato Treatment Plant digester rehabilitation project design is nearing completion.  
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 Accrual Basis

 Novato Sanitary District

 Revenues & Expenditures Budget vs. Actual
 July through September 2012

Jul - Sep 12 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

41000 · OPERATING INCOME
41010 · Sewer Service Charges 14,821.32 8,345,700.00 (8,330,878.68) 0.18%
41030 · Plan Check & Inspection Fee 0.00 500.00 (500.00) 0.0%
41040 · Permit & Inspection Fee 1,380.00 7,500.00 (6,120.00) 18.4%
41060 · Interest Income 4,855.87 12,500.00 (7,644.13) 38.85%
41080 · Engineering & Admin Charges 0.00 175,000.00 (175,000.00) 0.0%
41090 · Non-domestic Permit Fees 2,370.73 15,000.00 (12,629.27) 15.81%
41100 · Garbage Franchise Fees 1,170.00 47,370.00 (46,200.00) 2.47%
41105 · AB 939 Collector Fees 74,396.50 297,586.00 (223,189.50) 25.0%
41107 · Oil/Bev/Tire Grants 38,283.00 63,015.00 (24,732.00) 60.75%
41130 · Ranch Income 14,508.11 60,000.00 (45,491.89) 24.18%
41135 · Recycle Water Facility Revenue 0.00 75,000.00 (75,000.00) 0.0%
41140 · Other Revenue 5,470.30 40,000.00 (34,529.70) 13.68%
41142 · Loss on disposal of assets 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%

Total 41000 · OPERATING INCOME 157,255.83 9,149,171.00 (8,991,915.17) 1.72%

Total Income 157,255.83 9,149,171.00 (8,991,915.17) 1.72%

Gross Profit 157,255.83 9,149,171.00 (8,991,915.17) 1.72%

Expense
60000 · COLLECTION SYSTEM

60010 · Salaries & Wages 130,339.11 583,833.00 (453,493.89) 22.33%
60020 · Employee Benefits 75,222.24 277,512.00 (202,289.76) 27.11%
60060 · Gas, Oil & Fuel 8,578.41 25,000.00 (16,421.59) 34.31%
60085 · Safety 0.00 5,000.00 (5,000.00) 0.0%
60091 · Software Maint 5,666.00 25,000.00 (19,334.00) 22.66%
60100 · Operating Supplies 4,229.87 30,000.00 (25,770.13) 14.1%
60150 · Repairs & Maintenance 12,627.27 82,000.00 (69,372.73) 15.4%
60152 · Small Tools 15.18 1,000.00 (984.82) 1.52%
60153 · Outside Services 1,125.00 75,000.00 (73,875.00) 1.5%
60192 · Water 987.06 6,000.00 (5,012.94) 16.45%
60193 · Telephone 496.22 2,000.00 (1,503.78) 24.81%
60200 · Other(Garbage Coll) 50.18 1,000.00 (949.82) 5.02%
60201 · Permits & Fees 0.00 291,000.00 (291,000.00) 0.0%
60290 · Vehicle Replacement 10,000.00 40,000.00 (30,000.00) 25.0%

Total 60000 · COLLECTION SYSTEM 249,336.54 1,444,345.00 (1,195,008.46) 17.26%

61000 · TREATMENT FACILITIES
61000-0 · Contract Operations

61000-1 · Fixed Fee 474,774.09 1,945,000.00 (1,470,225.91) 24.41%
61000-2 · Insurance & Bonds 13,091.50 55,000.00 (41,908.50) 23.8%
61000-3 · Major Repair/Replacement 0.00 104,000.00 (104,000.00) 0.0%
61000-4 · Water/Permits/Telephone 14,745.23 70,000.00 (55,254.77) 21.07%
61000-5 · Gas &  Electricity 136,283.21 570,000.00 (433,716.79) 23.91%

Total 61000-0 · Contract Operations 638,894.03 2,744,000.00 (2,105,105.97) 23.28%
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 Accrual Basis

 Novato Sanitary District

 Revenues & Expenditures Budget vs. Actual
 July through September 2012

Jul - Sep 12 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

63000 · RECLAMATION/DISPOSAL
63010 · Salaries & Wages 7,647.44 30,758.00 (23,110.56) 24.86%
63020 · Employee Benefits 3,278.99 12,655.00 (9,376.01) 25.91%
63060 · Gasoline & Oil 1,366.66 4,000.00 (2,633.34) 34.17%
63085 · Safety 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
63091 · Software Maintenance 0.00 2,000.00 (2,000.00) 0.0%
63100 · Operating Supplies 276.83 2,000.00 (1,723.17) 13.84%
63115 · Sludge Disposal 1,000.00 215,000.00 (214,000.00) 0.47%
63150 · Repairs & Maintenance 25,105.49 80,000.00 (54,894.51) 31.38%
63152 · Small Tools 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
63157 · Ditch/Dike Maintenance 1,440.00 20,000.00 (18,560.00) 7.2%
63191 · Gas & Electricity 48,157.58 120,000.00 (71,842.42) 40.13%
63192 · Water - Reclamation 2,340.83 10,000.00 (7,659.17) 23.41%
63201 · Permits & Fees 2,116.00 21,000.00 (18,884.00) 10.08%
63290 · Vehicle Replacement 1,750.00 7,000.00 (5,250.00) 25.0%

Total 63000 · RECLAMATION/DISPOSAL 94,479.82 526,413.00 (431,933.18) 17.95%

64000 · LABORATORY/MONITORING
64010 · Salaries & Wages 43,243.94 201,512.00 (158,268.06) 21.46%
64020 · Employee Benefits 19,925.19 79,328.00 (59,402.81) 25.12%
64060 · Gasoline & Oil 872.55 2,500.00 (1,627.45) 34.9%
64085 · Safety 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
64091 · Software Maintenance 7,360.00 23,000.00 (15,640.00) 32.0%
64100 · Operating Supplies 2,637.62 25,000.00 (22,362.38) 10.55%
64150 · Repairs & Maintenance 310.52 10,000.00 (9,689.48) 3.11%
64160 · Research & Monitoring 32,822.73 290,000.00 (257,177.27) 11.32%
64170 · Pollution Prevention/Public Ed 9,688.95 40,000.00 (30,311.05) 24.22%
64201 · Permits & Fees 0.00 3,000.00 (3,000.00) 0.0%
64290 · Vehicle Replacement 350.00 1,400.00 (1,050.00) 25.0%

Total 64000 · LABORATORY/MONITORING 117,211.50 676,740.00 (559,528.50) 17.32%

65000 · PUMP STATIONS
65010 · Salaries & Wages 63,297.04 331,138.00 (267,840.96) 19.12%
65020 · Employee Benefits 37,297.63 164,724.00 (127,426.37) 22.64%
65060 · Gasoline & Oil 1,415.68 4,000.00 (2,584.32) 35.39%
65085 · Safety Expenses 234.80 2,000.00 (1,765.20) 11.74%
65091 · Software Maintenance 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%
65100 · Operating Supplies 1,005.85 9,000.00 (7,994.15) 11.18%
65101 · Operating Chemicals 10.84 50,000.00 (49,989.16) 0.02%
65150 · Repairs & Maintenance 23,825.66 115,000.00 (91,174.34) 20.72%
65152 · Small Tools 55.36 2,000.00 (1,944.64) 2.77%
65153 · TV Inspection 2,143.05 70,000.00 (67,856.95) 3.06%
65191 · Gas & Electricity 24,865.78 90,000.00 (65,134.22) 27.63%
65192 · Water 1,264.96 5,000.00 (3,735.04) 25.3%
65193 · Telephone 5,330.57 20,000.00 (14,669.43) 26.65%
65201 · Permits & Fees 11,685.00 42,000.00 (30,315.00) 27.82%
65290 · Vehicle Replacement 2,500.00 10,000.00 (7,500.00) 25.0%

Total 65000 · PUMP STATIONS 174,932.22 924,862.00 (749,929.78) 18.91%
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 Accrual Basis

 Novato Sanitary District

 Revenues & Expenditures Budget vs. Actual
 July through September 2012

Jul - Sep 12 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

66000 · ADMIN/ENGINEERING
66010 · Salaries & Wages 229,183.16 994,388.00 (765,204.84) 23.05%
66020 · Employee Benefits 117,122.40 399,308.00 (282,185.60) 29.33%
66021 · Retiree Health Benefits 53,062.92 195,847.00 (142,784.08) 27.09%
66030 · Director's Fees 10,575.00 45,000.00 (34,425.00) 23.5%
66060 · Gasoline & Oil 3,249.80 8,000.00 (4,750.20) 40.62%
66070 · Insurance 22,671.07 145,000.00 (122,328.93) 15.64%
66071 · Insurance Claim Expense 0.00 45,000.00 (45,000.00) 0.0%
66075 · Agency Dues 12,073.21 42,000.00 (29,926.79) 28.75%
66080 · Memberships 2,406.36 7,500.00 (5,093.64) 32.09%
66085 · Safety 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
66090 · Office Expense 5,574.52 30,000.00 (24,425.48) 18.58%
66100 · Engineering Supplies 1,406.16 9,000.00 (7,593.84) 15.62%
66121 · Accounting & Auditing 14,300.00 21,000.00 (6,700.00) 68.1%
66122 · Attorney Fees 12,546.01 160,000.00 (147,453.99) 7.84%
66123 · O/S Contractual 31,646.47 220,000.00 (188,353.53) 14.39%
66124 · IT/Misc Electrical 8,933.64 50,000.00 (41,066.36) 17.87%
66130 · Printing & Publications 3,408.30 15,000.00 (11,591.70) 22.72%
66150 · Repairs & Maintenance 7,760.58 40,000.00 (32,239.42) 19.4%
66170 · Travel, Meetings & Training 18,160.31 50,000.00 (31,839.69) 36.32%
66193 · Telephone 3,570.04 15,000.00 (11,429.96) 23.8%
66202 · County Fees - Property Taxes 0.00 31,000.00 (31,000.00) 0.0%
66203 · County Fees - Sewer Service Chg 0.00 30,000.00 (30,000.00) 0.0%
66250 · Service Charge Sys Exp 0.00 5,000.00 (5,000.00) 0.0%
66290 · Vehicle Replacement 1,400.00 5,600.00 (4,200.00) 25.0%

Total 66000 · ADMIN/ENGINEERING 559,049.95 2,564,643.00 (2,005,593.05) 21.8%

67000 · AB 939 SOLID WASTE PROGRAMS
67400 · Consulting Services 23,891.90 106,764.00 (82,872.10) 22.38%
67500 · Household Hazardous Waste 35,347.93 207,500.00 (172,152.07) 17.04%
67520 · Outreach/Publicity/Education 3,846.25 8,500.00 (4,653.75) 45.25%
67530 · Used Oil Program 1,359.93 13,536.00 (12,176.07) 10.05%
67540 · Beverage Container Grant 0.00 9,000.00 (9,000.00) 0.0%
67600 · Other 0.00 5,000.00 (5,000.00) 0.0%
67610 · City AB 939 Admin Services 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%

Total 67000 · AB 939 SOLID WASTE PROGRA 64,446.01 360,300.00 (295,853.99) 17.89%

68000 · Recycled Water
68010 · O & M Services 0.00 50,000.00 (50,000.00) 0.0%
68100 · Operating Supplies 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
68101 · Operating Chemicals 0.00 15,000.00 (15,000.00) 0.0%
68150 · Repairs & Maintenance 0.00 5,000.00 (5,000.00) 0.0%
68191 · Gas & Electricity 0.00 3,000.00 (3,000.00) 0.0%
68201 · Permits & Fees 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%

Total 68000 · Recycled Water 0.00 75,000.00 (75,000.00) 0.0%

Total Expense 1,898,350.07 9,316,303.00 (7,417,952.93) 20.38%

Net Ordinary Income (1,741,094.24) (167,132.00) (1,573,962.24) 1,041.75%

Net Income (1,741,094.24) (167,132.00) (1,573,962.24) 1,041.75%

 



 Accrual Basis  Novato Sanitary District

 Revenues & Expenditures - Capital
 July through September 2012

Jul - Sep 12 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

51000 · CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT INCOME
51010 · Sewer Service Charges 10,732.68 6,149,430.00 (6,138,697.32) 0.18%
51015 · Property Taxes 378.49 1,780,000.00 (1,779,621.51) 0.02%
51020 · Connection Charges 46,574.50 447,500.00 (400,925.50) 10.41%
51030 · Collector Sewer Charges 0.00 2,000.00 (2,000.00) 0.0%
51040 · Special Equalization Charge 0.00 4,000.00 (4,000.00) 0.0%
51060 · Interest 15,677.30 20,000.00 (4,322.70) 78.39%
51070 · Other Revenue 999.00 300,440.00 (299,441.00) 0.33%
51072 · Grant Revenue - ARRA 0.00 601,370.00 (601,370.00) 0.0%

Total 51000 · CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT INCOME 74,361.97 9,304,740.00 (9,230,378.03) 0.8%

Total Income 74,361.97 9,304,740.00 (9,230,378.03) 0.8%

Gross Profit 74,361.97 9,304,740.00 (9,230,378.03) 0.8%

Expense
72000 · CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

72110 · Drainage PS 3&7 Outfall Rehab 0.00 50,000.00 (50,000.00) 0.0%
72111 · SCADA Phase II 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%
72403 · Pump Station Rehabilitation 29,702.71 1,600,000.00 (1,570,297.29) 1.86%
72508 · N. Bay Water Recycling Auth 365,375.50 380,440.00 (15,064.50) 96.04%
72604 · Laboratory Improvements 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%
72607 · WWTP Upgrade-Contract A1 0.00 10,000.00 (10,000.00) 0.0%
72609 · WWTP Upgrade - Contract B 11,687.45 50,000.00 (38,312.55) 23.38%
72611 · Bayside Sewer 0.00 3,000.00 (3,000.00) 0.0%
72612 · Southgate Sewer- 0.00 1,000.00 (1,000.00) 0.0%
72706 · 2008 Collection System Improv 85,044.82 1,250,000.00 (1,164,955.18) 6.8%
72708 · Cogeneration 0.00 50,000.00 (50,000.00) 0.0%
72802 · Annual Sewer Adj. for City Proj 1,900.00 25,000.00 (23,100.00) 7.6%
72803 · Annual Collection Sys Repairs 65,911.13 200,000.00 (134,088.87) 32.96%
72804 · Annual Reclamation Fac Imp 39,590.39 300,000.00 (260,409.61) 13.2%
72805 · Annual Trtmt Plnt/Pump St Impr 102,367.77 500,000.00 (397,632.23) 20.47%
72808 · Strategic Plan Update 660.00 10,000.00 (9,340.00) 6.6%
73001 · WWTP Upgrade - Contract C 13,097.78 2,500,000.00 (2,486,902.22) 0.52%
73002 · WWTP Up - Cont D - Rec- ARRA Fu 522,015.54 900,000.00 (377,984.46) 58.0%
73003 · Admin Bldg/Maint.Bldg Upgrades 0.00 250,000.00 (250,000.00) 0.0%
78500 · Interest - Capital Projects\ 0.00 2,785,972.00 (2,785,972.00) 0.0%

Total 72000 · CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 1,237,353.09 10,885,412.00 (9,648,058.91) 11.37%

Total Expense 1,237,353.09 10,885,412.00 (9,648,058.91) 11.37%

Net Ordinary Income (1,162,991.12) (1,580,672.00) 417,680.88 73.58%

Net Income (1,162,991.12) (1,580,672.00) 417,680.88 73.58%
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE:   Accounts Receivable Aging 
Summary 

MEETING DATE:  November 26, 2012 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO:  6c. 

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 6c RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Information Only 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:   
 
The attached Accounts Receivable Summary shows the following receivables: 
 
1 – 45 days - $22,356.45:   Not delinquent.   
 
46 - 90 days - $2,190.51:    This is for septic tank hauling fees.  Septic tank haulers are billed every 
two months.  This particular hauler has not paid from the last invoice so a follow-up statement will be 
issued.   
 
90+ days - $5,102.69:   $4,584.33 is for one septic tank hauler.  $2,000 was received from this hauler 
in October so he’s making a good faith effort to clear the debt.  In the meantime, he does not have 
privileges to use District dumping facilities until the obligation is satisfied.   
 
$431.40 is for Used Oil and Beverage Grant fees owed by the City of Novato to the District.  Although 
the District administers the program through Dee Johnson, AB 939 consultant, the State only 
reimburses fees for this program to cities.  The city is billed by Dee Johnson and the City of Novato, in 
turn, reimburses the District.   
 
The remaining $86.96 comprises $85.00 for a hauling permit which has not yet been renewed by a 
hauler who has not used District facilities recently; and $1.96 underpayment for septic tank hauling.        
 
Summary:   Receivables over 90 days old amount to $5,102.69.  This represents 0.056% of the 
District’s total budgeted operating revenue of $9,149,171.00 for fiscal year 2012/13.       
 
 
 

ALTERNATIVES:   N/A – Information only. 

BUDGET INFORMATION:   N/A 

DEPT.MGR.: MANAGER: 

 



 3:31 PM

 11/20/12
 Novato Sanitary District

 A/R Aging Summary
 As of November 20, 2012

Name Description Current 46 - 90 91 - 120 > 120 TOTAL

AT &T Semi-Annual Sewer Service Charges 3,224.22 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,224.22

City of Novato - Used Oil Used Oil/Beverage Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 431.40 431.40

Joes Farmers Septic Septic Tank Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,584.33 4,584.33

Kenny Thai Trucking- Liability Claim 3,994.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,994.55

Marin Municipal Water District Semi-Annual Sewer Service Charges 6,803.40 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,803.40

North Marin Water District Semi-Annual Sewer Service Charges 1,723.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,723.04

Petaluma Septic Septic Tank Hauling 688.10 0.00 0.00 0.00 688.10

Quality Septic Systems Septic Tank Hauling - 3 months 1,173.63 2,190.51 0.00 1.96 3,366.10

United Site Services Septic Tank Hauling 0.00 0.00 85.00 0.00 85.00

USCG Sewer Service Charges 41.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 41.00

Veolia Water Reimbursable Charges 4,708.51 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,708.51

TOTAL: 22,356.45 2,190.51 85.00 5,017.69 29,649.65

 Page 1 of 1
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE:  District Conflict of Interest Code MEETING DATE:  11/26/2012 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. :  7a. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Consider adoption of resolution amending District's Conflict 
of Interest Code  

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:   
 

A request has been received from the Marin County Elections Department for revision of the District's 
Conflict of Interest Code to change the Form 700 filing requirements for designated employees.  In the 
past, Statements of Economic Interest (Form 700) for all designated filers were filed with the Office of 
the County Clerk/Registrar of Voters.  Marin County Counsel has advised that it is appropriate for 
designated employees to file Form 700 with the District, rather than with the County.  Form 700's for 
elected officials, however, must continue to be filed with the County Clerk/Registrar of Voters, with a 
copy retained by the District.  The schedule for filing remains unchanged.  Annual filing is due in April.  
Assuming or leaving office statements are due within 30 days of the qualifying event.     
 
It is therefore necessary to revise the Conflict of Interest Code by Board Resolution and to file the 
resolution and revised Code with the County Board of Supervisors and the Marin County Clerk. A 
resolution revising the Code has been prepared for adoption at the November 26th Board meeting. 
 
  
 
 
 

  

ALTERNATIVES:  N/A  

BUDGET INFORMATION:  No budget impact. 

DEPT. MGR. : MANAGER’S APPROVAL: 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE 

Novato Sanitary District 

November 26, 2012 

 
 
  The Political Reform Act, Government Code Section 81000 et seq. and especially Section 
87300 thereof, require every local government agency to adopt and promulgate a Conflict of Interest 
Code. The Fair Political Practices Commission has adopted a regulation, 2 California Administrative 
Code Section 18730, which contains the terms of the standard Conflict of Interest Code, which can 
be incorporated by reference by local government agencies, and which may be subsequently 
amended by the Fair Political Practices Commission to conform to amendments in the Political 
Reform Act after public notice and hearings. Therefore, the terms of 2 California Administrative Code 
Section 18730, and any amendments thereto duly adopted by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission, are hereby incorporated by reference, and, along with the attached Appendix and 
Addendum in which officials and employees of the Novato Sanitary District (“District”) are designated 
and disclosure categories are set forth, constitute the Conflict of Interest Code of the District. 
 
 
 Pursuant to Section 4 of the standard Conflict of Interest Code, all designated employees 
shall file statements of economic interests with the District. In addition, pursuant to California 
Government Code Section 87300 et seq. and as set forth in the Addendum, all District officials who 
manage public investments shall also file statements of economic interests with the District. In the 
event a person falls under both categories, such person shall need to file only one statement of 
economic interests. Upon receipt of such statements, the District shall make and retain a copy and 
forward the originals of these statements to the Registrar of Voters for the County of Marin.  
 
 

Designated employees shall file statements of economic interest with Novato Sanitary 

District.  Upon receipt of the statements of the Directors, the District shall make and retain a 

copy and forward the original of these statements to the Marin County Clerk – Registrar of 

Voters.  The original statements for all other designated employees will be retained by the 

District. 
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APPENDIX:   DESIGNATED POSITIONS AND DISCLOSURE CATEGORIES 

 

A.  Designated Positions. The positions listed below include those persons who 
are deemed to make, or participate in the making of, decisions which may 
foreseeably have a material effect on any financial interest. The persons 
holding the designated positions listed shall disclose interests and investments 
in accordance with the corresponding disclosure categories, which are defined 
below. 

 
 Board of Directors 

 District Manager-Engineer 

 Deputy Manager-Engineer 

 Senior Engineer  

Staff Engineer         

Finance Officer 

Laboratory Supervisor        

 Construction Inspector        

Field Services Superintendent       

Collection Systems Superintendent      

General Counsel         

Consultants         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________ 

1
Consultants are included in the list of designated positions and shall disclose pursuant to 

the broadcast disclosure category in the code subject to the following limitation. 

The Manager-Engineer may determine in writing that a particular consultant, although a 
“designated position,” is hired to perform a range of duties that is limited in scope and thus is not 
required to fully comply with the disclosure requirements described in this section. Such written 
determination shall include a description of the consultant’s duties and, based upon that description, a 
statement of the extent of disclosure requirements. The Manager-Engineer’s determination is a public 
record and shall be retained for public inspection in the same manner and location as this conflict of 
interest code. 
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B.  Disclosure Categories. 

1.  All sources of income, interests in real property, and investments and 
business positions in business entities. 

2.  Investments and business positions in business entities, and sources 
of income, which provide services, supplies, materials, machinery or 
equipment of the type utilized by the District. 
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ADDENDUM: DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR DISTRICT OFFICIALS 

WHO MANAGE PUBLIC INVESTMENTS 

 

A.  General Provision. Under Cal. Gov’t Code § 87200 et seq., certain city and county 
officials and “other officials who manage public investments” shall fill out Fair Political 
Practices Commission Form 700 and disclose all economic interests located or doing 
business within the agency’s jurisdiction. 

B.  Definitions. In complying with the requirements set forth in section A above, the 
following definitions shall apply, as set forth in the 2 Cal. Code Regs. §18701: 

 
1.  “Other officials who manage public investments” shall mean: 

a.  Members of boards and commissions, including pension and retirement 
boards or commissions, or of committees thereof, who exercise 
responsibility for the management of public investments; 

 
b.  High-level officers and employees of public agencies who exercise 

primary responsibility for the management of public investments, such 
as chief or principal investment officers or chief financial managers. 
This category shall not include officers and employees who work under 
the supervision of the chief or principal investment officers or the chief 
financial managers; and 

 
c.  Individuals who, pursuant to a contract with a state or local government 

agency, perform the same or substantially all the same functions that 
would otherwise be performed by the public officials described in 
subsection B. 1 .b. above. 

 
2.  “Public investments” shall mean the investment of public monies in real estate, 

securities, or other economic interests for the production of revenue or other 
financial return 

. 
3.  “Public moneys” shall mean all moneys belonging to, received by, or held by, 

the state, or any city, county, town, district, or public agency therein, or by an 
officer thereof acting in his or her official capacity, and includes the proceeds of 
all bonds and other evidences of indebtedness, trust funds held by public 
pension and retirement systems, deferred compensation funds held for 
investment by public agencies, and public moneys held by a financial institution 
under a trust indenture to which a public agency is a party 

. 
4.  “Management of public investments” shall mean the following nonministerial 

functions: directing the investment of public moneys; 
formulating or approving investment policies; approving or establishing 
guidelines for asset allocations; or approving investment transactions. 

C.  Affected Positions. Therefore, the following persons at the Novato Sanitary District shall 
be considered public officials who manage public investments and file Fair Political 
Practices Commission Form 700 pursuant to Cal. Gov’t Code § 87200 et seq.: 

1.  Members of the Board of Directors; 
2.  Manager-Engineer; 
3.  Deputy Manager-Engineer; and 
4. Finance Officer 



 

 

 
 

NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 3052 

 
A RESOLUTION REVISING THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE FOR THE NOVATO 

SANITARY DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE POLITICAL REFORM 
ACT OF 1974 SET FORTH IN THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE AND RESCINDING 

RESOLUTION 2971 
 

 
 WHEREAS, it is found by the Board of Directors of the Novato Sanitary District 
(“District”) of Marin County, California, that: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code Section 81000 et seq. 
requires every local governmental agency to adopt and promulgate a Conflict of Interest Code 
designating certain employees and what financial interest must be disclosed by those 
employees, and prohibiting participation by such employees in decisions in which they have a 
financial interest; and 
 
 WHEREAS, every local government agency must review its conflict of interest code 
biennially to determine if it is accurate or if it must be amended to delete and/or add positions 
and disclosure categories; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District previously adopted a Conflict of Interest Code by Resolution 
2971, which needs to be revised to change the place of filing statements of Economic Interest 
(Form 700) for designated employees, as determined by Marin County Counsel; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY FOUND, DETERMINED AND ORDERED as 
follows: 
 
 1. The District revises the Conflict of Interest Code to revise filing requirements for 
designated employees, which Code is attached hereto as Exhibit ‘A’ and is incorporated herein 
by this reference as the Conflict of Interest Code for the employees, officials and consultants of 
the District designated in such Code, and persons holding designated positions or who manage 
public investments, as described in the Code, shall file statements of economic interest as 
required by said Code.   
 
 2. The District rescinds Resolution No. 2971, adopted October 8, 2007, and 
replaces it with this Resolution. 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted 
by the Board of Directors of Novato Sanitary District, Marin County, California, at a meeting 
thereof duly held on the 26th day of November, 2012, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES,  Members:   
 NOES,  Members:  
 ABSENT: Members: 
  
 

APPROVED: 
 
 

_______________________ 
President, Board of Directors    
Novato Sanitary District 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Secretary, Novato Sanitary District 
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE:  Wastewater Operations Report 
for October 2012 

MEETING DATE: November 26, 2012 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  8a. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Information. Receive report. 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:   

The October 2012 operations reports for the wastewater treatment, collection, and reclamation 
facilities are attached. 
 

Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Water quality performance for October 2012 was excellent with all parameters well within effluent 
standards. There were no significant maintenance issues. Safety performance was excellent with an 
accident-free month for a total of 882 accident-free days. The plant discharge was switched from 
reclamation discharge to bay discharge in October, consistent with the NPDES permit. Annual 
maintenance was performed on the Novato and Ignacio plant emergency generators. Information on 
progress of digester cleaning for the Ignacio and Novato No. 2 digesters was presented. A status 
update was provided on the new recycled water facility. The District received some more odor 
complaints which are presented in the attached operations report. Veolia presented its draft annual 
operations and maintenance report, along with a reconciliation of natural gas and electrical use. 
 

Collection System 

The Collection System report summarizes the monthly and year-to-date performance, and a 
comparison of these performances against the prior year. For October 2012, the crews cleaned and 
televised a total of 64,226 feet of sewer line and videoed about 7,400 ft of sewer line. A Collection 
System Work Order statistics summary was provided. Safety performance was excellent with no lost 
time accidents for a total of 565 accident-free days at the end of October 2012. 
 

The District had one (1) major Sewer System Overflow (SSO) in October 2012, at 2290 Center Road, 
estimated at 2,900 gal. This SSO was a Category I event with discharge estimated to have eventually 
reached Novato Creek. More detailed information for this event including appropriate notifications to 
regulatory agencies, background and cleaning history of the impacted main, future cleaning/root 
abatement options, as well as the impact from the event to two residences in the neighborhood, are 
provided in the attached report. 
 

Reclamation Facility 

The rancher began preparing the cattle to move them off site for the winter.  There were no significant 
changes in the irrigated parcels. Irrigation times were shortened to prevent ponding in the parcels. 
Valves and actuators were replaced in Zones 262, 263 & 271.  The recycled water irrigation amount 
was 59.25 MG. Pond depths at the end of the month averaged 2.9 feet.  Sludge Lagoon No. 4 was 
pumped out to the Dedicated Land Disposal (DLD) area.  Solids were also excavated out of Sludge 
Lagoon No. 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 and spread in the DLD area.   
 

In addition to the District’s sludge lagoon work, Veolia’s contractor (Synagro, Inc.), which is cleaning 
out Digester No. 2 at the Novato Treatment Plant (NTP) & the digester at the Ignacio Treatment Plant 
(ITP), disposed biosolids to the DLD and sludge lagoon No. 1. More detailed information on District 
sludge lagoon/DLD work, as well as Veolia/Synagro’s work, is provided in the attached report. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

DEPT.MGR.: MANAGER-ENGINEER: 
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE: Staff Report: North Bay Water Reuse 
Authority 

MEETING DATE:  11/26/2012 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. :  9a.      

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Information 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION: 
 

The Board of Directors for the North Bay Water Reuse Authority met at Novato on November 
19, 2012. They welcomed two new members: City of Petaluma and Marin Municipal Water 
District. The consultant agreements have been approved for this year including The Ferguson 
Group. Bryant & Associates, The Onate Group, Data Instincts, and ESA. The Board authorized 
the Administrative Agency to enter into an agreement with Weir Technical Services for 
Program Management Services.  
 
The consultant team made a presentation detailing the development of the scope, cost, 
member agency participation and workshop plans for the Final Phase 2 Scoping Study. The 
study will take 18 months and be funded over a two fiscal year period. Workshops will be 
scheduled to coincide with scheduled NBWRA Board meetings. 
 
The preliminary Scoping study identified three potential recycled water projects for Novato that 
are shown in the attached figure: 

 A 248-acre multi-purpose storage pond providing 2,700 ac-ft of capacity; 

 An 18 inch pipeline extending 43,800 lf to convey flow to agricultural users in Southern 
Sonoma County; 

 An 18-inch pipeline extending 20,700 lf to interconnect with the LGVSD recycled water 
system. 

 
 
They also approved a revised budget for FY 2012/13 to include the Final Phase 2 Scoping 
Study at a cost of $416,710 to be funded by the seven participating agencies. Novato Sanitary 
District’s cost increased from the originally budgeted $84,935 for FY 2012/13 to $107,128. 
 
 

ALTERNATIVES:  N/A  

BUDGET INFORMATION: Information only   

DEPT. MGR. : MANAGER’S APPROVAL: 

 



Conceptual Phase 2 
multi-purpose recycled water
storage pond and reuse area

New flow splitting
structure and
pump station

Replace existing 54"
pipeline with new pipeline
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Figure 3-5
Novato SD Regional Recycled Water Distribution Project
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NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

TITLE: CSDA Special District 
Leadership Academy 

MEETING DATE: 11/26/12 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  9b. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: No action required. 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION:   
 
Laura Creamer, Finance Officer, attended the California Special District Association course for Board 
Members and Staff called Setting Direction/Community Leadership on November 15th.   
 
The course outlined the importance of setting direction as a board and the importance of community 
leadership in each of our communities.  The course discussed in depth how important it was to 
discuss ideas and get input from everyone, to set direction as a board, and to transition from board 
member to a governance team. The course discussed the importance of being future oriented and 
planning strategically.  The course was a very interactive and the presenter was very knowledgeable. 
It also addressed board/staff interaction and the relative roles of board and staff. 
 
This course completed the credits Laura needed to receive her Special District Leadership Certificate. 
 

ALTERNATIVES: n/a 

BUDGET INFORMATION: No budget impact.  

DEPT.MGR.: MANAGER: 

 



Coombsville pipe costs are rising 
COUNTY DIPPING INTO FLOOD FUNDS 
  
PETER JENSEN, Napa Valley Register, 11/19/12 
  
Having flexibility in the size and design of a planned recycled water pipeline in 
the Coombsville area may cost Napa County an extra $650,000. 
  
On Tuesday, Public Works Director Steve Lederer will ask the Board of 
Supervisors to approve that amount to cover additional costs for redesigning the 
4.5-mile-long pipeline to serve a smaller volume of water, as well for more 
engineering work to relocate the pipeline’s pump station, which had been set to 
be built at Skyline Park, according to a staff report. 
  
Lederer is requesting $696,000 total, which would be paid for by Measure A, the 
half-cent sales tax measure for flood control. The remaining $46,000 is to pay for 
Napa County’s membership dues in the North Bay Water Reuse Authority, and to 
cover its share of the cost of extending the pipeline from Napa State Hospital to 
Skyline Park, according to the report. 
  
Of the $650,000, $260,000 would pay for the additional engineering work on the 
pump station, while $390,000 would pay to redesign the pipeline to a smaller 
size. 
  
Both of these costs cover the county on the pipeline’s two most significant 
variables: where to place the pump station, and how much water — and thus 
how large a pipeline — it can afford. 
  
In October, the Board of Supervisors voted to move forward with constructing the 
pipeline, which would run from Skyline Park through the heart of the 
groundwater-reliant Coombsville area, providing 1,000 to 2,000 acre-feet of 
recycled water to residents, vineyards and the Napa Valley Country Club from 
the Napa Sanitation District’s treatment plant. 
  
The pipeline has been designed to the 2,000-acre-foot-size, but as of October 
the county lacked enough potential customers to afford this $16.3 million option. 
It does have enough customers to cover the smaller 1,000-acre-foot line, which is 
estimated to cost $12.3 million. 
  
Potential users will vote in December on forming an assessment district to cover 
the cost of the project. They would pay over a 20-year period through annual 
property tax assessments. 
  
There’s also another variable — the county has applied for another $2 million in 
grants from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Getting that money would defray 
the total cost, encouraging more customers to sign up to use the pipeline. 



  
The county was planning to build the pump station in Skyline Park after it 
purchased the park from the state, but negotiations over the purchase have failed 
due to a disagreement over price. 
  
Thus, the county has to plan to put the pump station on the grounds of Napa 
State Hospital, or on a piece of private property farther east. 
  
If the assessment is approved next month, construction on the pipeline could 
begin next spring. 
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Watershed Studies Underway 

Progress on Hydrology and Hydraulics Models 
Our Public Works staff and consultant are 
currently working on developing a water‐
shed hydrology model and a hydraulic 
flow model for Novato Creek from San 
Pablo Bay to Stafford Lake.  This summer, 
the focus has been on organizing channel 
and topographic survey data to support 
the development of the watershed and 
creek flow models.  AddiƟonal channel 
surveys and sediment assessments are 
helping the project team to refine and 
build the creek flow model.  
 

Work completed to‐date includes: 
 

County staff has developed a draŌ hydrology model using the new and im‐
proved Golden Gate Light DetecƟon and Ranging (LiDAR) mapping data to 
beƩer define sub‐basins or catchments in the project area.  Staff is currently 
working with our consultant to calibrate the model. 
 

The consultant has assembled all available topographic and bathymetric 
data for the Novato Creek flow model and is presently evaluaƟng the 
accuracy of this data. This process has been aided from the contribuƟons 
of survey data from our partners and other local agencies including the 
Bel Marin Keys Community Service District (and their consultants CLE 
Engineering), the City of Novato and Novato Sanitary District.  The con‐
sultants will use this survey data to create and calibrate a new “exisƟng 
condiƟons” flow model for Novato Creek.  
 

An urban drainage Storm Water Management Model (SWMM) model for 
the stormdrain system in the Nave Gardens neighborhood is also under 
development.  Nave Gardens is a low‐lying area between Highway 101 
and South Novato Boulevard along Novato Creek.   
 

Preliminary field reconnaissance of Novato Creek from Stafford Lake to 
Bel Marin Keys was completed and incorporates photos, idenƟfies sur‐
vey elevaƟon control datum and inspecƟons of bridge structures for flow 
capacity.  This work also includes a preliminary assessment of significant 
sediment sources, bank erosion and the categorizaƟon of sediment 
transport and storage reaches. 
 

Water level monitoring equipment will be installed in lower Novato 
Creek this fall to provide water level data to calibrate the model. 
 

A preliminary “exisƟng condiƟons” hydraulics model should be up and running 
by early 2013. This model will be used to analyze and evaluate project alterna‐
Ɵves.  

KRCB video 

The Novato Creek Watershed is 
prominently featured in a 
watershed series for KRCB.  The 
short videos were developed to 
educate the public about the 
importance of our watersheds 
and to highlight the watersheds 
of Marin, Napa, and Sonoma 
CounƟes. Visit KRCB’s website or 
tune in to KRCB Channel 22 to 
view the spots between your 
favorite shows. 
 

FEMA map revisions 

FEMA is updaƟng flood zone 
maps for coastal, Ɵdally 
influenced areas in Novato.  
Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRM) will be released in 
2013.  For more informaƟon, 
visit the FEMA website. 

 

Watershed Work Plan 

Click here to view the detailed 
work plan proposal for the Nova‐
to Watershed Program.  

http://www.ourwatershedstories.org/�
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http://www.marinwatersheds.org/documents/DRAFTNovatoSummary4_19_12.pdf�
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US Army Corps of Engineers San Pablo Bay  

Watersheds Program  
The Army Corps of Engineers through a contract with the State Coastal 
Conservancy will fund $250,000 in studies to support the Watershed Program.  
The Corps studies will focus on lower Novato Creek.  The funding will support 
creek and wetland restoraƟon design planning in lower Novato Creek 
(downstream of Hwy 101).  
  
Specific tasks include vegetaƟon and habitat mapping and the review of 
hydrology and hydraulic models developed through the Novato Watershed 
Program. UlƟmately, this work by the Army Corps and Coastal Conservancy 
will allow the idenƟfied preferred restoraƟon alternaƟves for Lower Novato 
Creek to be eligible for federal construcƟon funding through a future WRDA 
(Water Resources Development Act).   
 

EPA awards Flood Control 2.0 Grant 
The Flood Control 2.0 grant will fund innovaƟve approaches to dealing with 
sediment, flood protecƟon, and habitat restoraƟon in Bay Area creeks.  A $1.5 
million grant from the Environmental ProtecƟon Agency (EPA) has been 
awarded to the San Francisco Estuary InsƟtute, San Francisco Bay Joint 
Venture, Bay Area Flood ProtecƟon Agencies AssociaƟon, Bay ConservaƟon 
and Development Commission, and the Marin County Flood Control and 
Water ConservaƟon District to redesign flood control channels to restore 
wetlands, improve water quality, and shoreline resiliency at 3 locaƟons in the 
Bay Area including Novato Creek. 
We will leverage $400,000 in funds already commiƩed to tasks in the Novato 
Watershed work program as the Marin County match.  The grant will provide 
$270,000 towards preparaƟon of a final design for creek and marsh 
restoraƟon along lower Novato Creek.  In addiƟon, the San Francisco Estuary 
InsƟtute will contribute a historical ecology analysis for the Novato Creek 
watershed (~$150,000 value).  
 

Bay Area Integrated Regional Water Management 

Plan 2013 Update  
Several potenƟal Novato projects were submiƩed for the 2013 Bay Area 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan update.  The Plan is a nine‐
county effort to coordinate and improve water supply reliability, protect 
water quality, manage flood protecƟon, maintain public health standards, 
protect habitat and watershed resources, and enhance the overall health of 
the Bay Area.  Projects submiƩed will be scored and ranked in the 2013 Plan 
and will be prioriƟzed for funding through Prop 84‐funded Integrated Regional 
Water Management funds.  www.bairwmp.org  
 
To view a list of North Bay projects, please click this link. 

PRBO Sea Level Rise 

workshops 

Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
(PRBO) has developed a web‐
based tool to evaluate North Bay 
sea level rise impacts.  PRBO is in 
the process of updaƟng their 
online tool.  The beta version of 
an updated website will be 
available in November.  View the 
tool by clicking this link.  
 

Caltrans Hwy 37 Study 

The purpose of the study is to 
ensure that transportaƟon 
planning for Highway 37 is based 
upon stewardship principles and 
will meet Caltrans' triple boƩom 
line: preserving the environment, 
supporƟng a robust economy and 
promoƟng transportaƟon equity.  
This study signals a long‐term 
commitment by Bay Area 
transportaƟon and environmental 
agency partners and resources 
protecƟon agencies to finding a 
context‐appropriate soluƟon to 
the challenges of building in 
extremely sensiƟve 
environments.  The project is 
funded by the TransportaƟon 
Research Board, Strategic 
Highway Research Program 2.  
Click here to read more.   

http://www.bairwmp.org�
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Rain on Saturday leads to four sewage spills in Fairfax, Larkspur and San Anselmo
over weekend
Posted: marinij.com

Heavy rain on Saturday resulted in four sewage spills in the Ross Valley Sanitary District system in Fairfax,
Larkspur and San Anselmo over the weekend.

The largest spill, currently estimated at about 3,000 gallons occurred at 9 Willow Way in San Anselmo.

It is believed the overflow was caused by a brick lodged in the syphon that runs under Sleepy Hollow Creek. That
blocked syphon also caused a 5- gallon spill at 14 Willow Way.

District officials said Monday that cleanup at both locations has been completed, and water samples from the creek
are being tested to determine how much sewage entered the creek.

They said warning signs have been posted at the creek.

A blockage caused by roots is suspected to be the cause of a 730-gallon spill at 20 Steven Court in Fairfax. Sewage
escaped into storm drains and some effluent entered Fairfax Creek. Cleanup efforts are complete; water samples of
the creek are being tested; and signs have been posted there as well.

District officials reported a 20-gallon spill at 150 Magnolia Ave. in Larkspur. That spill, they said, was caused by
roots entering a sewer pipe. The sewage has been cleaned up, and no waterway is believed to have been affected.

Contact Richard Halstead via e-mail at rhalstead@marinij.com
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Protests lead Tam district to table new sewer rate plan
Posted: marinij.com

A controversial new way of determining sewer charges was set aside by the Tamalpais Community Services District
board after 41 customers filled a public hearing on the measure, most of them complaining that the proposed formula
would raise their rates, already among the highest in Marin.

Since 2009, the district has charged its 2,400 customers a flat annual rate of $1,013.

Under the proposal, about 66 percent of single-family households would have seen rate hikes of up to 32 percent, to
as high as $1,282 for high water users. About a third of district customers, most of them multi-family residences,
would have seen their rates cut between 15 and 30 percent, to as low as $800.

For the past 18 months, the district board has been exploring a more equitable method for determining its rates,
spending $30,000 for an independent consultant.

It came up with a formula based in part on the amount of water households use in the winter.

Because single-family homes use more water than apartment complexes and duplexes, single-family customers
complained that the proposal would shift costs onto them, benefiting multi-family residences at their expense.

"Nobody wants to be perceived as subsidizing someone else," said district general manager Joe Elam.

"Even though apartments and multi-family folks would have seen reductions in costs, they felt the proposal was not
deep enough for them," Elam said. "They had told us prior to the meeting they wanted to see their bills cut in the 50
percent range. When they didn't get what they felt they needed, they wrote and protested. Then we have the
single-family people who don't want to pay more. So we have quite a group of people opposed for different reasons."

Owners of multi-family residences have threatened to sue the district, charging that it's in violation of Proposition
218, requiring rates to be relatively proportional to the benefits received.

At Wednesday's public hearing, the five district board members voted unanimously to table the proposed rate
formula, at least for now.

"The fixed rates remain, but these stories never end," the general manager said. "Sometime in the next period there
will be a rehash of this when the emotion isn't as great. Obviously, this is a work in progress."

Contact Paul Liberatore via email at liberatore@marinij.com
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